
   AWG: MINUTE OF MEETING 11th JANUARY 2018 
 
 1. Roderick welcomed 31 members to the meeting and recorded 
 apologies from Jim Baxter, Elizabeth Graves, Ed & Liz Hudson, Kate 
 Hughes, Eunice Laidlaw, Ken Latimer, John Martin, Norma Oxley and 
  Colin Thomson. Alan (Scott) was only able to attend for the latter part 
  of the meeting. 
 
 2. SECRETARY'S REPORT (Agenda Item 2).   

 
Roderick said that his report would be short and mainly one of 
thank-you.  
 
He thanked those who had planned and led walks since the AGM in 
September, Pearl, Susan, Betty, Ann, Anne and Eunice. Then Alan, 
Maureen, Ed and Susan, the Group's volunteer bus drivers. 
 
He also gave the excellent news that Duncan has volunteered to be 
a driver for the renamed ATI, now Annandale Community Transport 
Services Ltd. (ACTS). It was expected that he would be available to 
drive quite soon. 
 
He thanked Maureen for her work as Treasurer noting that Maureen 
would speak to what continued to look like very healthy finances 
shortly. 
 
He thanked Alan for his work as Transport Coordinator. 
 
He welcomed Kathryn (Lennon) as a new member since the AGM 
and with Dorothy (Muirhead) having rejoined after a break, he 
noted that the membership now stood at 64.   
 
Finally he said that although he reckoned that most members were 
not active Facebook or social media users he thought it was 
worthwhile using Annan Online's Facebook page. He had therefore 
been sending Saskia walk photos with a brief description as a way 
of making the Group known to other online users. He had also 
passed on some of Kate's photos from the Quiz Night.  
 
He then thanked Ann and Kate for organizing the November Quiz 
Night and for a very enjoyable evening.  
 
There being no questions the meeting moved on.   
 
 
 
 



 
3. TREASURER'S REPORT (Agenda Item 3). 
 
Maureen spoke to Annex 1 previously circulated. After discussion 
the Statement was agreed as proposed by Albert (Cook) and 
seconded by Jack (Newell). Maureen asked for a volunteer to audit 
the books and Jack (Collett's) offer was gratefully accepted. Then 
noting that the credit balance was a healthy one she said that the 
Committee had given some thought to what was a reasonable 
minimum amount to have in the bank. Having regard for potential 
liability in the event of an incident whilst using the ACTS bus 
(around £400) and other normal day to day needs it was thought 
that £1,000 was a reasonable amount. The committee therefore 
proposed that the existing funds be used to pay for the full hire of 
the ACTS bus, that is that members would not be asked for the £3 
per trip contribution for the time being. 
 
Following discussion of this and other options the meeting 
overwhelmingly agreed that this proposal be agreed. This will come 
into effect immediately. Maureen will keep it under review and 
report on its impact at the AGM in September. It can then be 
agreed whether to continue with this option or any other.  
 
Maureen also noted in Alan's absence that the Annan ACTS bus was 
not available for the two March walks and that the ACTS bus would 
have to be collected from either Gretna or Lockerbie. It was 
therefore proposed and agreed that mileage would be paid to the 
drivers if they had to go to either to collect and return the bus. 
 
4. WALK LEADERS MARCH TO JUNE 2018 (Agenda Item 4). 
 
Walk leaders as shown on the attached were agreed.  Roderick 
thanked all Walk Leaders and Deputy's for their efforts. 
 
5. AWAY-DAY SATURDAY 28 APRIL 2018 (Agenda Item 5). 
 
For the reason previously outlined in his email of 5th January 
Roderick asked for someone to take over the Walk that Matt had 
been planning or alternatively to plan one of their own. 
 
Sue, Susan and Ruth kindly volunteered to pick up Matt's walk with 
further discussion to follow after the close of the meeting. 
 
Members extended their best wishes to Matt for a good recovery 
from his knee problem and also to Evelyn whose walking was also 
currently restricted by a muscular problem. 
 



6. WEEKEND AWAY (Agenda Item 6). 
  
Roderick said that as agreed at the AGM the possible destinations of 
Port Patrick and Skipton along with a subsequent suggestion of 
Melrose had been followed up. That had ruled out Port Patrick / 
West Galloway for the time being. Information on walks etc. in the 
Melrose area has been provided. In the first instance through Liz Hill 
who had been on a walking weekend there with the Dumfries 
Ramblers. Matt had also provided a lot of information on walks in 
the Melrose area. Price information had also been obtained from the 
Waverley Hotel in Melrose (a Shearings Hotel). So far as Skipton is 
concerned he had been in touch with the Craven Ramblers and 
could see from their website that there is plenty of good walking in 
that area to complement the attractions of Skipton itself. He said 
that in the short term Melrose might be the easier option to 
organize with Skipton perhaps one for 2020. 
 
Members discussed both options and it was agreed that who ever 
volunteered to plan the weekend should be allowed to choose 
between them. As there were no volunteers on the night it was 
agreed that the wider membership should be given the opportunity 
to volunteer. 
 
It was agreed that the weekend would be Friday 7th to Sunday 9th 
September. 
 
[POSTSCRIPT. Following the meeting Roderick and Margaret 
have "volunteered'' to take the lead on this. Melrose will be 
the selected destination. They may seek the help of a couple 
of members in drawing up the itinerary, in particular on the 
choice of walks.] 
   
 
7. DANCE (Agenda Item 7). 
 
It was noted that the usual musician Haig having had to pull-out the 
music would now be provided by BRIAN JAMES. 
 
TICKETS ARE NOW AVAILABLE (PRICE £8) FROM ANN 
 (Tel. 01461 205286) 
 
8. MEMBERS SUGGESTIONS (Agenda Item 8). 
 
The two suggestions for change to Walk Leader guidance that had 
been set out in Annex 2 was debated. After discussion it was 
overwhelmingly agreed that in both cases the existing guidance 
should stand. 



 
9. SOCIAL COORDINATOR (Agenda Item 9). 
 
The Committees proposal that Ann (Campbell) be invited to be the 
Group's Social Coordinator as set out in Annex 3 was unanimously 
approved. 
 
10. BECKFOOT FARM ACCESS (Agenda Item 10). 
 
A promised update had not arrived. It would be circulated to 
members when it was received.  
 
11. TALKS AT MEETINGS (Agenda Item 11).  
 
It was agreed that the Secretary might arrange an illustrated talk 
for a future meeting. This would depend upon a number of things 
including being sure that the venue was suitable. 
 
12. AOB (Agenda Item 12). 
 
Sheena (Hawkins) suggested that in the light of the agreement 
about finances at Item 3 the cost of the snacks provided by Ann 
and Kate at the Quiz Night should be reimbursed. Ann thanked 
Sheena for the suggestion but said that she and Kate would not 
want that. It was agreed however that the cost of the small prizes 
should in future be met from the Group's funds. 
 
 
CLOSE 
 
Roderick closed the meeting, sending the members best wishes to 
Ken and thanking members for their attendance and input on the 
night. He looked forward to seeing folk on Wendy and Kate's walk 
on Sunday 14th. 
 
 
 
 
Roderick McCallum 
Secretary 
13th January 2018  
 
 
 
 
 
    



 


