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AWG: MINUTE OF 15th AGM - 19th SEPTEMBER 2018 
 
1. Roderick welcomed members and thanked them for turning out on 
what had been a rather blustery day.  
25 members attended: Ann Campbell, Duncan Card, Jack Collett, 
Betty Elliot, Wendy Gass, Susan Grieve, Sheena Hawkins, Kate 
Hughes, Anne Jenkinson, Maureen Kane, Lewis Kinnear, Sue 
Kirkhope, Kay Macbeath, Barbara Mason, Margaret McCallum, 
Roderick McCallum, Evelyn Murray, Matt Murray, Jack Newell, Joyce 
Newell, Cathy Nicholson, Norma Oxley, Alan Scott, Rona Smith, and 
Brenda Waugh. 
Apologies were received from: Albert & Rosemary Cook, Ian & Ann 
Jamieson, Elizabeth Graves, Ed & Liz Hudson and John Martin. 
 
2. SECRETARY'S REPORT (Agenda Item 2) 
 
Roderick thanked his fellow committee members, Maureen and Alan, 
for all of their efforts over the past year and Ann for all hers as Social 
Coordinator. 
 
He noted that membership stood at 66 and that whilst we had sadly 
lost the company of Wilma and Kenny during the year we had also 
welcomed four new members. 
 
He expressed a huge thank-you to those members who had given 
their time and energy to lead and back-up walks, some more than 
once. Since the January meeting he Group had had 17 outings 
including the Day Away & Weekend Away. Walk numbers had 
averaged about 20 over the past year. Having regard for the total 
membership he said that this seemed pretty good and that he thought 
it reflected well on members' choice of walks. 
 
He flagged up the very positive fact that 80% of walks over the last 
year had been led by women, more than their 70% representation in 
the membership. This contrasted with the 22% led by women 10 
years ago when women made up about 60% of the membership.  
 
He thanked the Group's volunteer ACTS drivers, Alan, Duncan, Ed, 
Maureen and Susan.  He noted that so far as he could see ACTS 
seemed to be managing financially. He also offered the Group's 
congratulations to Duncan who has been co-opted onto the ACTS 
board and who would hopefully be elected as one of its Directors at its 
forthcoming AGM. 
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He said that particular thanks were due to Sue, Susan and Ruth for all 
of their effort in arranging the Day Away to Ambleside and Grasmere.  
This had been enjoyed by 33, whether taking in the sights of 
Ambleside or the 6 mile walk to Grasmere before enjoying a well-
earned meal at the Traveller's Rest, particularly by those intrepid 
members who scaled the heights to reach Alcock Tarn. 
 
He also mentioned the more recent, largely sunny, Weekend Away to 
Melrose. 28 members had enjoyed the various walks and the evening 
entertainment. He thanks yours truly and Margaret for organizing 
that.  
 
Lastly but certainly not least, he expressed a big thank-you to Ann, 
our Social Coordinator, and to her helpers, for the great February 
dance and for "Ladies at the Distillery", although he obviously could 
only go by hearsay so far as that outing was concerned! He also noted 
that as would have been seen from the financial statement the Dance 
continued to make a serious contribution to the Group's financial 
health. 
 
There being no questions the Report was accepted. 
 
3. TREASURER'S REPORT  (Agenda Item 3) 
 
Maureen spoke to Annex 1 as previously circulated. She noted that 
income over the 12 months to 30th June 2018 had been slightly more 
than expenditure resulting in a Credit Balance of £2263.71 an 
increase of approximately £55. This notwithstanding the decision 
taken at the January meeting to suspend the £3 charge for travel on 
the Mini-bus. 
  
She noted and thanked Alan for his support and input in obtaining 
compensation from the Royal Bank of some £140 for its responsibility 
for the loss of deposited cheques following the closure of its Annan 
Branch.   
 
She also underlined the contribution made by the Annual Dance to the 
income of the Group. 
 
Finally she noted that the current Credit Balance stood at £1822.94 as 
a result of the payment for the hire of the Mini-bus for the Weekend 
Away and other walks. 
 
There being no questions the Report was accepted. 
 
 
4. ELECTION OF COMMITTEE / OFFICE BEARERS  
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 (Agenda Item 4) 
 
There being no other nominations the existing committee members 
and office bearers were unanimously re-elected for the 2018-19 year 
as follows: 
 
 Secretary & Walks Coordinator (C) Roderick McCallum 
     (Proposer: Matt Murray, Seconder: Norma Oxley) 
 
 Treasurer (C)    Maureen Kane 
 (Proposer: Margaret McCallum, Seconder: Ann Campbell) 
 
 Transport Coordinator (C)  Alan Scott 
     (Proposer: Barbara Mason, Seconder: Jack Collett) 
 
 Social Coordinator   Ann Campbell 
 (Proposer: Wendy Gass, Seconder: Joyce Newell) 
 
 
5. ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION & ACTS MINI-BUS 
 FARES  (Agenda Item 5)  
 
Roderick introduced the recommendation as set out in the previously 
circulated Annex 3 by recalling that at the last January meeting it was 
agreed that the Group had sufficient reserves to cover foreseeable 
eventualities and that it was not unreasonable to reduce the credit 
balance somewhat. By way of additional background he said that 10 
years ago the Group's credit balance was £1140 and over the 
intervening years it has gradually increased to the current level of 
almost double as at end of June. This due in part to the monies made 
by the annual dance and in part by the big reduction in the 
Secretary’s expenses. The latter a reflection of the fact that almost 
everyone is now online. For example he had just recouped his 
expenses for this past year from Maureen. They came to £28.50 for 
stamps. 10 years ago they were £272.75. 
 
The meeting agreed the Committee's recommendation that the 
Membership Subscription remains at £5 and that the Mini-bus fare of 
£3 is reintroduced as of the first of January 2019, i.e. having been in 
effect for one year. 
 
The meeting subsequently agreed that having regard for the current 
Credit Balance as noted at Item 3 above existing members should be 
given a "Subscription Holiday" for the 2018-19 year (1st October 
2018 to 30th September 2019) with any new members paying the 
agreed £5 membership subscription for that year. 
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Members were asked to confirm their continuing membership by 
contacting Maureen, ideally by 1st October and in any case no later 
than 31st October and at the same time to advise her of any changes 
to their contact details.   
 
6. WALK LEADERS NOVEMBER TO FEBRUARY (Agenda Item 6) 
 
Leaders for five of the seven walks, as shown below, were filled on 
the night with the remaining two to be sought with the circulation of 
the Minute. 
 
 
2018 
 
SUNDAY 11 NOVEMBER   ANN CAMPBELL / KATE HUGHES 
 
SATURDAY 24 NOVEMBER 
 
SUNDAY 9 DECEMBER 
 
2019 
 
SUNDAY 13 JANUARY  KATE HUGHES / CATHY NICHOLSON 
 
SATURDAY 26 JANUARY SUE KIRKHOPE 
 
SUNDAY 10 FEBRUARY  JOYCE & JACK NEWELL 
 
SATURDAY 23 FEBRUARY RONA SMITH / ANNE JENKINSON 
 
 
7. SOCIAL EVENTS - QUIZ NIGHT & ANNUAL DANCE  
 (Agenda Item 7) 
 
Members wished Ann a speedy and continuing recovery from her 
operation. She had nevertheless been busy with the arrangements for   
the Quiz Night and the Dance. The dates were as follows: 
 
 QUIZ NIGHT  SATURDAY 3 NOVEMBER 2018 
     7.30 PM   THE FIRTH HOTEL 
 
 
 ANNUAL DANCE  FRIDAY 15 FEBRUARY 2019  
     MUSIC BY HAIG 
     ST ANDREWS SOCIAL CLUB 
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8. AWAY DAY 2019 (Agenda Item 8) 
 
Brenda suggested a flat and linear walk of about 7 miles along the 
Forth & Clyde Canal from Bonnybridge to the Kelpies and taking in the 
Falkirk Wheel. This proposal was warmly supported by the meeting. 
Brenda agreed to do some further digging. In the meantime the wider 
membership would be asked for other ideas that might be followed up 
with a view to a final decision being taken at the January meeting. 
 
9. BECKFOOT FARM ACCESS (Agenda Item 9)  
 
Roderick updated the meeting on the current position as he knew it. 
He had contacted Councillors Brodie and Carruthers at the beginning 
of August and at the suggestion of the former he had also emailed Mr. 
Alastair Speedie the Council official with overall responsibility for this 
matter. Councillor Brodie had advised that The Council's legal opinion 
was that the disputed route was a Right of Way and that subsequently 
officials had been attempting to agree a satisfactory outcome with Mr. 
& Mrs. Butler rather than initiating legal proceedings. To date that had 
not been productive. Roderick said that there had been no response 
from Councillor Carruthers or Mr.Speedie. He suggested that 
members add their weight to the effort by speaking to Councillors 
and/ or writing to Mr. Speedie. 
 
 
10. PRVENTING SPREAD OF TREE DISEASE (Agenda Item 10) 
 
Roderick drew attention to Forestry Commission Scotland advice, as 
picked up by Duncan, which reminded walkers and other users of 
woodland about the need to clean shoes before visiting the forests to 
help reduce the risk of spreading tree diseases from place to place. It 
also applied to dogs. 
 
  
11. RIVER ANNAN TRUST (Agenda Item 11) 
 
  
Roderick said that Abi Carroll, the Trust's restoring Annan's Water 
Community Engagement Officer had contacted him a couple of weeks 
ago to see if members would be interested in a guided walk along the 
river to find out more about the river and the animals, plants and 
birds that live and grow by it. He has said that he thought they would. 
 
Numbers would be limited to about 10 and the walk would be on a 
weekday from the Everholme to about a mile above Hoddom Bridge 
where there is a salmon trail. It would therefore be about 7 miles with 
the option of a bus back using ACTS. Abi will therefore arrange a walk 
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in January or February. In the meantime members are asked to let 
Roderick know if they are interested and he will then get in touch with 
them when he has a date and other details from Abi.  
 
 
12. AOCB (Agenda Item 12) 
 
ACTS DIRECTOR 
Roderick said that as mentioned earlier Duncan is a co-opted Director 
of ACTS and is ready to stand for election at the forthcoming AGM in 
November. To that end Roderick proposed that the Walking Group  
nominate him. This was agreed by the meeting. Roderick to complete 
the necessary nomination form. 
 
DALSWINTON VILLAGE HALL 
Roderick said that he had been contacted by Jackie Bodle on behalf of 
the Dalswinton Village Hall. She wanted to let the Group know that by 
contacting her the Hall could be opened to give access to the toilets 
there. She also provided details of local walks in the Dalswinton, 
Kirkton, Duncow area (Kirkmahoe Parish). If anybody is interested in 
those walks contact Roderick.  
 
 
 
CLOSE 
 
Roderick closed the meeting by thanking members for their 
attendance and input. 
 
 
Roderick McCallum 
Secretary 
21st September 2018 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


