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AWG: MINUTE OF 14th AGM 20th SEPTEMBER 2017 
 
1.The meeting was opened by Maureen (Kane), Colin (Thomson) 
having stood down as Secretary at the beginning of the month and 
Alan (Scott) having stood in for him until the Meeting. Maureen 
thanked Alan for taking on this extra responsibility. 24 members 
attended and apologies were received from John Martin, Ian and 
Ann Jamieson, Matt and Evelyn Murray, Brenda and Margaret 
Waugh.  
 
2. Acting Secretary's Report (Including Walks & Transport).  
Alan recorded members' sadness at the death of Walter (Kirkhope) 
who had been a member for a good number of years. 
He thanked all the Walk Leaders for the great variety of walks and 
locations with extra thanks to Pearl (Pascoe) for organizing the very 
enjoyable Away Day to Keswick followed by the meal at the 
Greyhound Inn in Bothel. 
Thanks also to Ann (Campbell) and Kate (Hughes) for all their work 
in delivering another very successful Dance in February. 
Alan outlined the ongoing financial pressures on the ATI and its 
increased membership and hire charges but noted that the mini-bus 
had been booked through to the end of 2018. 
 
3. Treasurer's Report. 
Maureen outlined the end-year financial position as set out in the 
previously circulated Statement. She noted that the mini-bus fares 
did not cover the hire cost. This was because their was typically six 
or seven empty seats on the bus. This deficit would be larger 
following the June '17 increase in the ATI hire charge. However the 
Group's overall position was very healthy with a credit of £2208.80 
at 30th June 2017. 
 
4. Election of Committee 
 
Secretary. Their being one nomination, Roderick McCallum was 
elected (Proposed by Rona Smith and seconded by Albert Cook). 
 
Roderick took the chair and on behalf of all members thanked Colin 
for his stint as Secretary and gave a big thanks to Alan and 
Maureen for their committee work over the past year including all 
their extra effort in Colin's absences. 
 
He said that he would also take on the task of walks coordination. 
 
Treasurer. Members re-elected Maureen Kane (proposed by 
Roderick McCallum and seconded by Ann Campbell). 
 
Transport Coordinator. Members re-elected Alan Scott (proposed 
by Roderick McCallum and seconded by Norma Oxley). 
 



 2 
5. Annual Dance 2018. 
Roderick noted that the Dance draws support both from members 
and from the wider community. In that way it both raises the profile 
of the Walking Group and makes a very significant contribution to 
the Group's finances. He said that the Committee was very grateful 
to Ann and to her past helpers, Kate, Maureen and Margaret and 
knowing that Ann was happy to organize our Annual Dance again 
next year the Committee was very happy to recommend to 
members that the 2018 Dance be given the go-ahead.  
 
The meeting agreed. Ann said that two provisional dates (Friday 
16th or 23rd February) had been obtained. Details to be circulated 
in due course. 
 
It was also noted that Ann was planning another Quiz Night at the 
Firth Hotel. This was likely to be in early November but again details 
will be circulated in due course. 
 
6. Day Away 2018 
Roderick said that the Day Away was likely to be on the 4th 
Saturday in April, i.e. the 22nd. There being no immediate 
suggestions it was agreed that proposals should be sought with the 
circulation of this Minute with a view to a proposal being available 
to put before members at the January meeting.  
 
7. Weekend Away 2018 
 Roderick noted that the biennial Weekend Away should be around 
the end of August next year. The August Bank Holiday Monday is 
the 27th so that would clash with a weekend centered on the 4th 
Saturday, i.e. the 26th.  So it may be that we would go for either 
the 3rd weekend in August or the 1st in September.  
 
Roderick said that Ann (Campbell) had mentioned that she and Kate 
had been thinking about Port Patrick as a possibility. By coincidence 
he had also been thinking about that area and had been looking at 
the Core Path info. It was agreed that Ann and Kate would look 
further into this possibility and that Roderick would offer them his 
assistance.  
 
Ann said that Kay (MacBeath) had also provided some information 
about the Gatehouse of Fleet area and this could also be 
considered. 
 
Roderick said that Margaret (McCallum) had also suggested Skipton 
and that he and she would also do some research on that as an 
option. 
 
Other options would be sought with a view to at least one firm 
proposal being brought forward for discussion at the January 
meeting. 
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8. Membership Subscription (and Bus Fares) for 2017-18. 
The meeting agreed the Committee recommendation that having 
regard for the healthy state of the Group's finances they remain at 
£5 and £3 respectively for the coming year. 
 
9. AOB - Walk Leaders to end of February. 
 
Alan already had volunteer leaders to the end of the year, namely: 
 
PEARL PASCOE     SATURDAY 23 SEPTEMBER 
BRENDA WAUGH    SUNDAY 8 OCTOBER 
SUSAN GRIEVE    SATURDAY 28 OCTOBER 
ANN CAMPBELL    SUNDAY 12 NOVEMBER 
RONA SMITH & ANNE JENKINSON SATURDAY 25 NOVEMBER 
EUNICE LAIDLAW & COLIN THOMSON  SUNDAY 10 DECEMBER 
 
The remaining dates were volunteered by: 
 
KATE HUGHES & WENDY GASS SUNDAY 14 JANUARY 
 
SUE KIRKHOPE    SATURDAY 27 JANUARY 
 
PEARL PASCOE    SUNDAY 11 FERUARY 
 
BETTY ELLIOT & SUSAN GRIEVE   SATURDAY 24 FEBRUARY 
 
10. AOB - Volunteer Mini-Bus Drivers 
Roderick said that in his view access to the mini-bus was important 
and that whilst we currently had three qualified drivers, Alan, 
Maureen and Ed and we were very grateful to all of them he 
thought  we should do all we can to support ATI and also in order to 
spread the load we should add to the numbers of our volunteer 
drivers if we could. Alan had reminded members that the ATI was 
under financial pressure year on year so we can't be sure that it will 
still be functioning in a couple of years and advised that any 
applicants driving licence must include D1, that is it covers driving a 
16 seat mini bus. 
 
Susan (Grieve) said that ATI had been reviewing its criteria and in 
response to its invitation she had agreed to resume driving until the 
end of 2019. The meeting very much welcomed this news. 
 
N.B. Following the meeting Duncan (Card) also volunteered and 
Alan said that he would put in train the necessary paperwork, 
training etc. 
 
Thank-you to both Susan and Duncan. 
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11. AOB  
 
 Finally Roderick noted that a number of our members had done 
walks for charity over the last year, most recently Wendy's 
Edinburgh Kiltwalk for Children 1st held the previous Sunday. 
Congratulations to all of them. 
 
He also congratulated two members, Susan and Ruth, who along 
with Susan's daughter and two others recently walked the 96mile 
West Highland Way. Hats off to them! 
 
Their being no other business Roderick thanked everyone for 
attending and looked forward to Pearl's walk on Saturday.  
 
 
The next meeting will be in January.  
 
 
 
Roderick McCallum 
Secretary 
24th September 2017 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


