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MINUTES OF THE 11th AGM 
 10 SEPTEMBER 2014, AT 8PM IN THE BRUCE, ANNAN 

 
1. WELCOME/APOLOGIES – The Secretary, Archie Smith chaired the meeting and welcomed the 

Members for attending the 11th AGM of the group.  Apologies were received from Ian and Ann 
Jamieson, Kay MacBeath, Kenny Latimer and Georgina Simpson. 

 
2. SECRETARY’S REPORT – Archie outlined the Agenda and read through the Secretary’s report 

which included: 
 
• There is a good turnout for the walks which take place every second Sunday and fourth 

Saturday of the month.  Pearl and Danny were welcomed as new members and Membership 
numbers had fallen to 68; 

• The success socially and financially of the dance on 28 February which was organised by Ann, 
Margaret and Maureen and the wonderful singing by Susan; 

• The Away Day to Arnside organised by Jim and Sheena; 
• Thanks to Alan for conscientiously organising the transport and driving Members around.  

Thanks were also conveyed to Maureen and Susan.  Ed was also thanked for keeping Archie in 
check and controlling his slap-dash ways.  Robin, Archie and Ed are still qualified to drive the 
mini bus. 

• The group were also told that there was to be no Membership Cards as they were a waste of 
time.   

 
3. TREASURER’S REPORT – Ed advised the group: 

 
• The annual dance in February 2014 made £193 and this subsidised the Away Day to Arnside. 
• Bus fares are down this year by £20. 
• Subscriptions are also down by £75. 
• The actual year-end balance in the Walking Group account is £1,518. 
 

4. TRANSPORT CONVENOR – Archie commended Alan for his dedication and commitment to the 
role of transport convenor.  Alan reported to Members that the numbers using the bus had gone 
down to approx 9 per outing.   He also advised that there were 3 regular drivers and 2 backup 
drivers that could be called upon if necessary.  All drivers were commended for their role in 
transporting Members. 

 
5. ELECTION OF COMMITTEE – Archie and Ed were standing down as Secretary and Treasurer 

of the Walking Group Committee.  Members welcomed Sheena Traill and Maureen Kane as the 
new Secretary and Treasurer of the group.  There were approx 20 Members present therefore 
exceeding the quorum required in the Constitution.   
 
Archie gave his heart-felt thanks to Ed for his sterling work over the years and managing to keep 
him in check.  He presented Ed with a bottle of whisky and Ed’s wife Liz with flowers.  Maureen 
and Alan also presented Ed and Liz with whisky and flowers. 
 
Archie was presented with a bottle of whisky and was thanked for all the work he did for the 
group.  He will be a hard act to follow.  Archie’s wife Rona was also presented with flowers. 
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6. ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 1st OCTOBER 2014 – 30th SEPTEMBER 2015 – A discussion was 
held on whether the annual subscription should be raised slightly to increase the group’s bank 
balance.  A vote was taken by Members and the decision was to keep the annual subscription at 
£5.   

 
Members also agreed that if Memberships were not paid within the month (end of October 2014) 
that they would pay double to rejoin the group (£10). 
 
Members were concerned that the membership numbers were reducing and wondered if people 
were aware that there is a walking group in Annan.  Archie advised Members that recently there 
has been a problem with the Annandale Observer keeping the organised walk in the window and a 
decision should be taken at the meeting in January 2015 as to whether the group funds pay £1 to 
keep the walks in the window.   
 
Payment of Memberships should be passed to Maureen Kane, Treasurer, 9 Preston 
Gardens, Annan, DG12 5GZ before the end of October 2014.   
 

7. DANCE 2015 – Members were asked if they still wanted the dance to go ahead in February.  Ann 
Campbell proposed a social evening instead of a dance.  Members voted for the dance although 
Archie advised the Members if they wanted a social evening they could organise it themselves if 
they wished. 

 
8. WALKING AWAY DAY 2015 – For the Away Day next year it was requested that 3 quotes were 

obtained when hiring coach companies to ensure the best price.  Members were asked to think of 
locations for the Away Day.  The Committee will assist the Away Day walk leaders/organisers if 
required.  The Away Day will be discussed at the January 2015 meeting. 
 

9. WHITBY WEEKEND – Archie thanked Alan, Maureen and Susan for their efforts in ferrying 
Members to Whitby for a successful weekend.  Archie also thanked Albert and Rosemary for their 
commitment and dedication in leading all the walks on the Whitby trip and were presented with 
flowers and whisky.  Everyone had a thoroughly enjoyable time. 
 

10. WALK LEADERS – Walk leaders have volunteered to take Members on walks up to 28 March 
2015. 
 

11. CORRESPONDENCE – Archie received a card from Ruth which he read to Members.  Alan 
delivered flowers to Ruth from the walking group. 
 

12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS - Alan proposed that the group have a weekend away every year.  
Members voted on this request and the status quo remains that the away weekend should remain at 
every 2 years.   
 
Ed and Liz Hudson have sent a card thanking Members of the walking group saying:-  
 
“a huge thank for the floral and alcoholic gifts we received as Ed stepped down from being 
Treasurer – undeserved but greatly appreciated!   
 
We are delighted that with the new Committee, the group has a bright new future. 
 

 With our thanks 
 
 Ed and Liz” 
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