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START 
DATE

END 
DATE

VENUE TYPE OF EVENT TITLE
PAGE 
NO

until 31 OCT Annan Museum Exhibition "Amang the rigs o' Barley" v

until 31 OCT Annan Museum Free family activity
Drop in activities with "Amang the rigs 
o' Barley" exhibition

vi

until 26 NOV Dumfries Museum Exhibition The Offensive Romans x

until 27 NOV Dumfries Museum Free family activity
Drop in activities with "The Offensive 
Romans" exhibition

xiii

until 28 JAN Dumfries Museum 2016 Foyer exhibition Collecting things! ix

4 OCT 1 APR Dumfries Museum World War One Stories Lieutenant James Pearson MM ix

13 OCT 13 OCT Annan Museum Book launch "Undiscovered Treasure" book launch v

18 OCT 18 OCT Dumfries Museum Free family activity Roman pottery xiv

20 OCT 20 OCT Annan Museum Free family activity Pop up Maps vii

21 OCT 21 OCT Annan Museum Performance Experts in Short Trousers vi

25 OCT 25 OCT Dumfries Museum Free family activity Roman inspired mosaics xiv

27 OCT 27 OCT Annan Museum Free family activity
Autumn leaves and Halloween 
decorations

vii

26 NOV 26 NOV Annan Museum Free family activity Making Christmas decorations vii

26 NOV 26 NOV Dumfries Museum Free family activity Making Christmas decorations xiv

1 DEC 7 JAN Dumfries Museum Exhibition Rethinking the Urban Landscape x

1 DEC 10 DEC Dumfries Museum Exhibition
Exhibition of photography of local 
architecture

x

1 DEC 1 DEC Dumfries Museum Talk What is Landscape Architecture xi

8 DEC 8 DEC Dumfries Museum Talk
Robert Waland - Optical Engineer and 
Astronomer

xii

15 DEC 15 DEC Dumfries Museum Talk
The influence of historical collections 
on contemporary pottery

xii

JAN 2017 JAN 2017 Dumfries Museum Free family activity Stargazing Live xii

15 JAN 15 JAN Dumfries Museum Concert Midwinter Turning xiii

28 JAN 28 JAN Dumfries Museum Free family activity Chinese New Year decorations xiv

6 FEB 6 FEB Dumfries Museum Talk Textile Conservation xii

7 FEB JAN 2018 Dumfries Museum 2017 Foyer exhibition
Blood, Sweat and Tears - Conserving 
Mackenzie's uniform

ix

13 FEB 13 FEB Annan Museum Free family activity Zoolab - Rainforest adventure vii

15 FEB 15 FEB Dumfries Museum Free family activity Zoolab - Build a dinosaur xiv

20 FEB 20 FEB Dumfries Museum Exhibition launch Fabulous Felt preview event xiii

21 FEB 17 APR Dumfries Museum Exhibition Fabulous Felt xi

DIARY



Burns on the Beat for Schools
Dumfries and Annan Museums are offering school classes the 
opportunity to take part in music and Scots language sessions 
delivered by Dr Fred Freeman during January 2017.

Schools can choose from a wide selection of workshop options 
tailored for specific primary or secondary school age groups. A 
detailed information pack will be sent out to participating classes. 

Teachers interested in booking these sessions should contact 
Dumfries Museum by -

email: dumfries.museum@dumgal.gov.uk or 

telephone 01387 253374 for more details.

January 2017



Welcome
Welcome to our autumn/winter programme of venues, special exhibitions and events. In this 
half of the brochure you will find information about Annan Museum, Dumfries Museum, Robert 
Burns House and the Robert Burns Centre. If you turn the brochure over, you can find details of 
the lively programme of temporary art exhibitions, talks and workshops available at Gracefield 
Arts Centre.

To download a PDF of this programme or to join our mailing list visit 
www.dumgal.gov.uk/artsandmuseums

To keep up to date with our news and get additional event information follow us on Facebook 
(Dumfries Museum) and Twitter (@DumfriesMuseum).
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WHERE TO FIND US

DG One 
Leisure Centre

Midsteeple

To Sanquhar 
Tolbooth Museum 
(27 miles)

To Annan 
Museum 
(17 miles)

Gracefield 
Arts 
Centre

Old 
Bridge 
House 
Museum

Dumfries 
Museum 
& Camera 
Obscura

Robert 
Burns 
House

Robert 
Burns 
Centre and 
Film Theatre

Christmas 
Opening 

Hours

Please note that contrary 
to normal opening hours the 
museums will be closed on 
Tuesday 27 December 2016 and 
Tuesday 3 January 2017. 



ANNAN MUSEUM
Bank Street, Annan DG12 6AA
Tel: 01461 201384

iv

This family friendly museum houses a permanent exhibition on the 
history of Annan and the surrounding area. A fascinating journey 
through time takes visitors from the prehistoric period up to the 
era of nuclear fission. Displays include costume, First World 
War memorabilia, town regalia and a remarkable collection of 
paintings depicting Annan and the Solway shore. Look out 
for a 4000 year old Bronze Age burial urn, mummified baby 
crocodiles and the 110 year old piece of chocolate!

The museum also hosts a lively programme of special 
exhibitions and events throughout the season, 
together with visitor information and a shop 
stocking pocket money buys as well as local 
history books and greetings cards by local 
artists.

Open until 
31 October 2016
Monday - Saturday 11am - 4pm

Admission is free

Open for special 
events during the 
winter season

Museum re-opens for the 
spring season on 1 April 2017

The first exhibition for 2017 
will be of work by Annan 
Amateur Art Club



EXHIBITIONS 
AT ANNAN 
MUSEUM
Until Monday 31 October
“Amang the rigs o’ Barley”:

A cartographic tour of Nithsdale and 
Annandale in the 18th and early 19th 
century. The poet Robert Burns wrote “Rigs 
o’ Barley” in 1783, around the time when 
many of the maps in this exhibition were 
drawn. Rigs were a feature of the landscape 
that had slowly begun to change. The 
landscape of the larger estates was being 
mapped in order to plan future changes. 
With the help of these early maps we can 
imagine the landscape Burns saw. Glimpse 
how life became more comfortable with 
enclosures around houses including gardens 
and perhaps even orchards, hedgerows to 
halt the wind, mosses where peats were 
cut and of 
course the 
strips of 
cultivated 
land or 
rigs. By the 
early 19th 
century the 
maps show 
the enclosed fields and enlarged steadings 
created to feed an expanding population. 
These old maps allow us to see where we 
have come from. They may be the closest 
that we can get to time travel.

TALKS AND 
EVENTS 
AT ANNAN 
MUSEUM
Thursday 13 October, 6.30pm
Undiscovered Treasures book launch

Join the writers and workshop tutor Vivien 
Jones to celebrate the launch of their 
book “Undiscovered Treasures”. Inspired 
by objects in Annan Museum collection a 
group of professional and amateur writers 
have been creating new work inspired 
by unusual, and sometimes overlooked, 
objects.

This project has been made possible by a 
collaboration between Annan Museum and 
writer Vivien Jones with financial support 
from the Wigtown Book Company and the 
Scottish Book Trust.

v



Friday 21 October
11am - 12noon or 1-2pm
Experts in Short Trousers

Imagine. 
You’re six 
years old and 
you are on 
your way to 
a theatre. As 
you get close 
you notice 
something 
isn’t quite 
right. There’s 
been a 
disaster, an 
alien crash landing! As you almost trip 
over a body you squeal. It squeals. You 
jump. It jumps. And so it begins.

Blending Contemporary and Hip-Hop dance 
styles with live percussion, Cultured Mongrel 
Dance Theatre present Experts In Short 
Trousers - a thrilling alien adventure for all 
the family. 

Presented by Cultured Mongrel Dance 
Theatre.

Recommended 4yrs+ Please note this is 
a promenade performance which lasts 
approximately 40 minutes so the audience 
will need to move locations during the show.

Tickets cost £3 per person  
(adult or child).

Please book your tickets in advance by 
telephoning Annan Museum on  
01461 201384.

vi
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FREE FAMILY 
EVENTS
at Annan Museum

Suitable for aged 5 and upwards, all 
children must be accompanied by an adult. 
Admission is free. Please wear old clothes 
- workshops can be messy! Where booking
is required this opens one month before
each event.

Drop in Autumn activities  
at Annan Museum:

Until 31 October, 11am - 4pm,  
Monday to Saturday

Drop in gallery activities to accompany the 
map exhibition.

• Follow the treasure map trail

• Learn about map symbols

• Colouring sheets and quizzes

• Construction block challenge

FREE



Thursday 27 October
Autumn leaves 
and Halloween 
decorations
Drop in 11am - 3pm

Make beautiful stained 
glass effect autumn 
leaf window pictures 
and fun decorations 
for Halloween.

Autumn school holiday activities

Thursday 20 October 
Pop up Maps
Drop in 11am - 3pm

Using pre-cut templates create pop up 3D 
maps with hills, trees, houses 
and other things that 
you can see from 
your home.

vii

Saturday 26 November
Money can’t buy love!  
Explore ways of getting ready 
for Christmas for free
Drop in 11am - 3pm

Come along to Annan 
Museum and join 
staff and volunteers 
using mainly recycled 
materials to create cards, decorations and 
presents with that personal touch.

February half term holiday

Monday 13 February 2017
Zoolab – Rainforest adventure
Sessions start at 10am, 11am, 12noon,  
2pm and 3pm

Leave winter behind and visit the world’s 
most exciting habitat. Marvel at tales of the 
rainforest and meet some of its astonishing 
animals.

This event is free but booking is 
essential - booking opens 13 January, 
please call Dumfries Museum on 
01387 253374.

FREE

FREE

FREE

FREE



DUMFRIES MUSEUM
The Observatory, Rotchell Road, Dumfries, DG2 7SW
Tel: 01387 253374

A treasure house of history in Dumfries and 
Galloway telling the story of the land and people 
of the region. Look out for fossil footprints left 
by prehistoric animals, the wildlife of the Solway, 
tools and weapons of our earliest people, stone 
carvings by Scotland’s first Christians and the 
everyday things of the Victorian farm, workshop 
and home. Museum activity trails and gallery 
investigations, visitor information and a shop 
with unusual and nostalgic toys, gifts and pocket 
money buys.

Open all year.
1 October 2016 - 31 March 2017

Tuesday - Saturday
10am - 1pm, 2pm - 5pm

1 April - 30 September 2017
Monday - Saturday 10am - 5pm

Sunday 2pm - 5pm

Admission free

The windmill tower is 
reached via a spiral 
staircase – please telephone 
for further details.

During the winter months 
(October to March), 
dependent on good 
weather, the Museum’s 
Camera Obscura can 
be viewed if booked 
in advance. Please 
telephone ahead to avoid 
disappointment.

Charges apply to 
Camera Obscura 
presentations only
Adults £3, Concession £1.50

viii



EXHIBITIONS AND EVENTS AT 
DUMFRIES MUSEUM
Foyer Exhibition until 28 January 2017
Collecting Things!

What do museums 
collect and why? 
What do green rubber 
“Hunter” wellies, 
Egyptian tomb figures 
and 225 million year old 
fossil footprints have in 

common? This 
exhibition 
explores 

how Dumfries 
Museum’s collections evolved 
through the Victorian era and 
the 20th century up to the 
present day.

2017 Foyer Exhibition
Tuesday 7 February – January 2018
Blood, Sweat and Tears – Conserving 
Mackenzie’s 19th century uniform

2017 is Scotland’s Year of History, Heritage 
and Archaeology. The conservation of 
objects in museum collections adds to our 
knowledge of the past.

Lieutenant-General Colin Mackenzie (1806 
– 1881) was the son in law of Admiral
John Douglas of Kinmount, near Annan in

Dumfries and Galloway. His blood stained 
uniform coat was kept as a reminder of 
his lucky escape when he was attacked 
and left for dead in India in 1855. 

The uniform is on display for the first 
time since being conserved by student 
Hannah Vickers at the Centre for Textile 

Conservation at the University of Glasgow.

Tuesday 4 October 2016 to Saturday 1 April 2017
World War One stories - Lieutenant James Pearson MM

Many local people will remember James 
Pearson’s shops in Dumfries but few will 
know of his experiences in World War One. 
He was awarded the Military Medal for 
bravery in the field for his actions on the 
Somme Battlefields on 1 April 1917. James’ 
story is told through memorabilia from 
his army career kindly loaned by Pauline 
Williams.

ix



Until Saturday 26 November 2016
The Offensive Romans

Is Burnswark 
Hill the site 
of a Roman 
training camp 
or a scene 
of bloody 
conflict between invading Romans and the 
native people of Southern Scotland? This 
question has puzzled archaeologists since 
the 18th century. An imposing table - top 

hill in flat surroundings, Burnswark 
has been an important site 

throughout the Bronze 
Age, Iron Age, Roman 
occupation of Britain, 

mediaeval period and 
17th century Civil War.

Supported by the Heritage Lottery 
Fund a team of archaeologists 

and volunteers carried out digs 
in September 2015 and August 2016. 

Using modern methods of metal detecting, 
soil testing, and input from experts in the 
UK and Germany new evidence is being 
presented to tell the story of Burnswark and 
the Roman invasion of Scotland.

Thursday 1 December 2016 to 
Saturday 7 January 2017
Rethinking the Urban Landscape

Curated by The Building Centre and the 
Landscape Institute, this exhibition sets 
out to show that with long-term landscape 
planning cities can become healthier, safer 
and happier places to be – from reduced 
risk of flooding, to countering the ‘invisible 
killer’ of bad air quality, to weaving more 
enjoyable and inspiring environments 
throughout the urban fabric. The exhibition 
includes many of the best international 
projects, including projects from Scotland, 
which illustrate the themes of Community, 
Water, Saving Lives, Financial Benefits, 
Orchestrate, Beauty and Potential.

Thursday 1 to Saturday 10 December 2016
“My favourite building in Dumfries and Galloway” 
Photography exhibition

To celebrate the Scottish Year of Innovation, Architecture, and 
Design, The Architectural Heritage Society of Scotland (AHSS) 
organised a photographic competition for young people of 
Dumfries and Galloway. This exhibition features the winning 
photographs from the competition.

x



Tuesday 21 February to Monday 17 April 2017
Fabulous Felt - an inspiring exhibition of work by local 
felt makers 

From stylish nuno felt scarves to sculptured needle felt 
creatures, this contemporary take on a traditional craft is an 
exciting blend of textures and colours. Hands on examples 
give visitors of all ages a sensory opportunity to explore the 
different fibres used to make felt and the variety of items that 
can be made from them.

This exhibition is presented in collaboration with the Dumfries 
and Galloway Guild of Spinners, Weavers and Dyers.

TALKS AND EVENTS  
AT DUMFRIES MUSEUM
Admission is free. Booking is required unless otherwise stated. Please phone Dumfries Museum 
on 01387 253374 to reserve a place.

xi

Thursday 1 December 2016, 6.30pm
What is Landscape Architecture?

Rachel Tennant, acting chair of the Landscape 
Institute Scotland and Fellow of the Landscape 
Institute will give an introduction to this topic 
in relation to the exhibition “Rethinking the 
Urban Landscape” at Dumfries Museum.

We are celebrating Scotland’s Year of Innovation, Architecture and Design with a 
series of three talks by invited speakers.

Please book for these talks by telephoning 01387 253374. Each talk will be followed by 
refreshments and an opportunity to look around the museum.



Thursday 8 December 2016, 6.30pm
Robert Waland - Optical Engineer  
and Astronomer

Hayden Goodfellow, astronomer at Kielder 
Observatory will describe how Dumfries 
born and educated  Waland’s work on 
telescopes  enabled astronomers to compile 
an atlas of the moon surface that was used 
by the first astronauts to land on the moon 
in 1969.

Thursday 15 December 2016, 6.30pm
The influence of historical collections 
on contemporary pottery

Professional 
international potters 
Hannah McAndrew 
and Douglas 
Fitch are based 
in Dumfries and 
Galloway. They will 
give an illustrated 
talk about their 
lives as professional 
slipware potters and 
the influence of historical pottery on their 
work as well a demonstration of some basic 
slipware decorating techniques. This talk 
will be followed by seasonal refreshments.

xii

January 2017
Stargazing LIVE

(dates and further 
details will be available 
in December)

Lots of interactive activities will be 
available at the museum including 
stargazing using the museum and Dumfries 
Astronomy Society telescopes (weather 
permitting). This year we 
will be focussing on Venus 
which should be visible in 
the night sky. Suitable for 
all ages.

No booking required.

Monday 6 February 2017, 6.30 – 8pm
Textile Conservation Talk

Karen Thompson, University Teacher, 
University of Glasgow and Hannah Vickers, 
Textile Conservator, former student of the 
MPhil Textile Conservation programme 
will provide an introduction to textile 
conservation and talk about the challenges 
presented in the preservation of a blood 
stained and slashed jacket belonging to 
Colin Mackenzie who was injured in a sabre 
attack in India in 1855. 



Sunday 15 January 2017, 2.30pm
Midwinter Turning

Reflective, funny and moving, Midwinter 
Turning is a performance not to be missed. 
Join The Feral Choir for songs and poetry as 
they take stock of events and seasons that 
shaped 2016 and look ahead to the coming 
year in a celebration of community and 
friendship.

Midwinter Turning is produced and 
conducted by The Feral Choir’s musical 
director Alison Burns. A prolific reader 
and collector of contemporary poetry, she 
has drawn on many sources and included 
stories, poetry and prose from the local and 
global writing communities to devise this 
atmospheric concert.

Tickets £8, include seasonal refreshments 
afterwards. Tickets available from Dumfries 
Museum (telephone: 01387 253374).  
Space is limited and pre-purchase of 
tickets is strongly recommended.

Monday 20 February 6.30 – 8pm
Fabulous Felt Preview Event

A short talk followed 
by refreshments. An 
evening opportunity 
to visit the Fabulous 
Felt exhibition and 
meet some of the 
makers.

FREE FAMILY 
EVENTS
at Dumfries Museum

Suitable for aged 5 and upwards, all children 
must be accompanied by an adult. Admission 
is free. Please wear old clothes - workshops 
can be messy! Where booking is required 
this opens one month before each event.

Booking essential for some events, to 
reserve a place please phone Dumfries 
Museum on 01387 253374 during 
normal opening times.

Drop In Autumn Activities 
at Dumfries Museum

Until 26 November 
Drop in gallery 
activities to 
accompany the 
Offensive Romans 
exhibition.

• Design your own Iron
Age shield

• Make a Roman helmet.

• Learn about Roman
numerals and take the
shopping challenge

• Dress like an Roman or
an Iron Age Briton

• Roman gallery trail,
quizzes and colouring
sheets

xiii

FREE

All welcome booking required



xiv

Autumn School Holiday Activities 
at Dumfries Museum: 

Tuesday 18 October
Roman pottery with master 
potter Graham Taylor

Sessions start 
at 10am, 11am, 
12noon, 2pm and 
3pm (Booking 
essential)

Learn how the 
Romans made 
and used pottery 
jugs, bowls and 
tiles. Make your 
own Roman 
design tile to take home. If you like what 
you have made you can have it kiln fired 
and returned to Dumfries Museum (cost £3 
per object). There is no charge for taking 
part in the activity at the museum.

Tuesday 25 October
Roman inspired mosaics  
with artist Jane Rose

Sessions run 10am - 12noon or 2 - 4pm 
(Booking essential)

Be inspired by 
Roman period 
designs, and 
make your own 
mini mosaic to 
take home.

Saturday 26 November
Money can’t buy love!  
Explore ways of getting ready 
for Christmas for free

Drop in 10am - 12noon 
and 2 - 4pm

Come along to 
Dumfries Museum and join 
staff and volunteers using mainly recycled 
materials to create cards, decorations and 
presents with that personal touch.

Saturday 28 January 2017
Chinese New Year decorations

10am - 12noon or 2 - 4pm

No booking required. Have 
fun finding out about Chinese 
horoscopes and make 
traditional Chinese New Year 
decorations. 2017 is the year of the rooster.

February half term holiday 2017

Wednesday 15 February
Zoolab – Build a dinosaur

Sessions start at 10am, 11am, 
12noon, 2pm and 3pm

Design your own dinosaur! 
Meet the Zoolab animals, learn 
how animals colour change, 
control their temperature, 
attack, defend and find other 
animals by detecting heat. Which of these 
amazing powers would you put together to 
create the perfect dinosaur?

This event is free but booking is essential 
- booking opens 13 January, please call
Dumfries Museum on 01387 253374.

FREE FREE

FREE

FREE

FREE



Situated in the town’s eighteenth century 
watermill on the west bank of the River Nith, 
the Robert Burns Centre tells the story of 
Robert Burns’ last years spent in the bustling 
streets and lively atmosphere of Dumfries in 
the late eighteenth century. The exhibition 
is illuminated by many original manuscripts 
and belongings of the poet. 

There is a fascinating scale model of 
Dumfries in the 1790s and a haunting 
audio-visual presentation. Test your powers 
of observation with a gallery investigation, 
discover Dumfries and Galloway’s Burns 
connections and browse around the shop. 
Upstairs at the Robert Burns Centre, the 
Hullabaloo Café Gallery hosts a lively 
programme of contemporary works by local 
artists.

ROBERT BURNS CENTRE, DUMFRIES
Mill Road, Dumfries DG2 7BE. Tel: 01387 264808

Open all year

1 October 2016 – 31 March 2017 
Tuesday - Saturday 
10am - 1pm, 2pm - 5pm

1 April - 30 September 2017
Monday - Saturday 10am - 5pm
Sunday 2pm - 5pm

Admission free

(Audio Visual Theatre Presentations, The 
early life of Burns or Dumfries Queen of the 
South, Adults: £2.30, Conc: £1.15)

xv



xvi

It was in this simple sandstone house in 
a quiet Dumfries street that Robert Burns, 
Scotland’s national poet, spent the last 
years of his life. He died here in 1796 at the 
age of just thirty seven. The house shows 
us how the poet and his family lived in 
the late eighteenth century, and is now a 
place of pilgrimage for Burns enthusiasts 
from around the world. The sales area has 
books, gifts and keepsakes, all with a Burns 
connection.

Open all year

1 October 2016 – 31 March 2017 
Tuesday - Saturday 
10am - 1pm, 2pm - 5pm

1 April - 30 September 2017
Monday - Saturday 10am - 5pm 
Sunday 2pm - 5pm

Admission free

Robert Burns House is accessed via 
steps – please telephone for 
further details.

ROBERT BURNS HOUSE, DUMFRIES
Burns Street, Dumfries DG1 2PS. Tel: 01387 255297



In walking distance from Dumfries 
town centre, located on the grassy 
banks of the River Nith next door to 
the divine Hullabaloo restaurant, the 
Robert Burns Centre Film Theatre is 
a small and friendly cinema with an 
action packed programme of new 
releases, classics and international 
films.

For details of the current programme 
please check the website 

ROBERT BURNS CENTRE FILM THEATRE
BOX OFFICE 01387 264808 Mill Road, Dumfries DG2 7BE

www.rbcft.co.uk

Upstairs at the Robert Burns Centre

Mill Rd, Dumfries DG2 7BE | Tel 01387 259679 CAFE

RESTAURANT

www.hullabaloorestaurant.co.uk

Cafe Restaurant

Day
Monday to Saturday 11am - 4pm (Lunch 12 - 3pm)

Evening 
Tuesday to Saturday from 5.30pm
(booking is advisable)




