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RECOGNISED AS
NATIONALLY SIGNIFICANT COLLECTIONS

AWARDED BY MUSEUMS GALLERIES SCOTLAND
ON BEHALF OF THE SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT

THE ARCHAEOLOGY AND KIRKCUDBRIGHT ARTISTS 
COLLECTIONS OF DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY COUNCIL AREWelcome

We hope that something in our programme of exhibitions and events will appeal to you. Our events are listed 
on our new web site www.dgculture.co.uk where you can also download a PDF of this programme.

Christmas Opening Hours
Please note that contrary to normal opening hours the museums will be closed on 
Wednesday 25 and Thursday 26 December 2019 and Wednesday 1 and Thursday 2 January 2020.

To keep up to date with our news and get additional information follow us on  
Facebook (@DumfriesMuseum) and Twitter (@DumfriesMuseum).

EVENTS FOR SCHOOLS AND GROUPS

Special workshops

We offer special workshops based on some of our temporary exhibitions – look 
out for further information on GLOW or through education email circulars.

For further information on school or group visits please call  
Dumfries Museum on 01387 253374.

Loans boxes

We have a wide range of loans boxes available for schools and community 
groups to borrow free of charge. These cover topics such as Robert Burns, 
Domestic Life, Education and Childhood and many more.

Our museums are free to visit and 
Camera Obscura presentations at 
Dumfries Museum are free to school 
groups when booked in advance. If you 
are studying a specific topic and think 
that we can help please call us. We have 
a range of worksheets which may help 
structure your visit.



This family friendly museum houses a permanent exhibition on 
the history of Annan and the surrounding area. A fascinating 
journey through time takes visitors from the prehistoric period 
up to the era of nuclear fission. Displays include costume, 
First World War memorabilia, town regalia and a remarkable 
collection of paintings depicting Annan and the Solway shore. 
Look out for a 4000 year old Bronze Age burial urn, mummified 
baby crocodiles and the 110 year old piece of chocolate! The 
museum also hosts a lively programme of special exhibitions 
and events throughout the season, together with visitor 
information and a shop stocking pocket money buys as well as 
local history books and greetings cards by local artists. 

Open for special events during the winter season. 
Museum re-opens for the spring season on  
Wednesday 1 April 2020.

Bank Street, Annan DG12 6AA.

Tel: 01461 201384

Admission free

Open until 31 October 2019

Monday - Saturday

11am - 4pm

Annan Museum
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EXHIBITIONS AT  
ANNAN MUSEUM

Until Thursday 31 October 2019
Dinosaurs
How do dinosaurs fit into the evolution 
of life on Earth? What can fossils tell 
us about these amazing creatures that 
roamed the Earth 65 million years 
ago?

Discover some of the answers 
to these questions in this family 
friendly exhibition that includes hands on 
activities for children (and adults).



Thursday 17 October
ZooLab - Build a dinosaur
Sessions start at 10am, 11am,
12noon, 2pm and 3pm

ZooLab’s animals (from bearded dragons to 
tarantulas, hissing cockroaches and frogs) 

provide hands-on clues as children get to see, feel and touch 
evolutionary changes and adaptations at first hand.

Booking essential Tel 01461 201384
Booking opens 17 September 2019

AUTUMN DROP IN FAMILY DAYS
Thursday 24 October
T-Rex in a box
Find out what the world was like at the time when 
Tyrannosaurus rex roamed freely. Make your 
own T-Rex habitat in a box.

Saturday 30 November
Drop in 11am - 3pm
Have a very dinosaur Christmas!
Join staff and volunteers for readings from “The Dinosaur that 
pooped Christmas” and “The Christmasaurus” (both written 
by Tom Fletcher). Create fun dinosaur inspired decorations 
including sparkly dinosaur eggs, Brontosaurus bunting and 
T-Rex stand up cards.

FREE FAMILY EVENTS AT ANNAN MUSEUM
Suitable for aged 5 and upwards, all children must be accompanied by an adult.  
Please wear old clothes - workshops can be messy! Where booking is required this opens 
one month before the event.

Activities are free
Donations towards the cost of materials are always appreciated and help to make the 
museum sustainable in the longer term.

AUTUMN DROP IN 
GALLERY ACTIVITIES 
FOR CHILDREN
Until 31 October 
Monday to Saturday, 
11am - 4pm
Drop in gallery activities to 
accompany the Dinosaurs 
exhibition

• Meet “Tea - Rex” (loves 
a brew) and follow his 
gallery trail

• Try walking in the 
footsteps of a dinosaur

• Hands on games

• Dressing up

• Make crayon rubbing 
pictures of fossils

• Colouring and quiz sheets

FEBRUARY HALF 
TERM HOLIDAY 2020
Monday 17 February 2020
ZooLab - Paws, claws 
and whiskers
Sessions start at 10am, 11am, 
12noon, 2pm and 3pm

From fully developed human 
beings to the tiniest insect, 
this workshop looks at the 
huge variety of weird and 
wonderful animals we share 
Planet Earth with.

Booking essential  
Tel 01387 253374

Booking opens  
17 January 2020

Easter duckling hunt - Friday 
10, Saturday 11 and Monday 
13 April 2020 

Easter school holiday 
activities - Thursday 9 and 16 
April 2020

Full details will be in 
our Summer 2020 
programme 
available in 
March 2020.
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SPRING 
DROP IN 
GALLERY 
ACTIVITIES 
FOR 
CHILDREN
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The Observatory, Rotchell Road, Dumfries, DG2 7SW.

Tel: 01387 253374

Admission free 

Open all year
1 October 2019 - 31 March 2020
Tuesday - Saturday 
10am - 1pm, 2pm - 5pm

1 April - 30 September 2020
Monday - Saturday 10am - 5pm 
Sunday 2pm - 5pm

DUMFRIES MUSEUM

A treasure house of history in Dumfries and Galloway telling the story of the land and people 
of the region. Look out for fossil footprints left by prehistoric animals, the wildlife of the 
Solway, tools and weapons of our earliest people, stone carvings by Scotland’s first Christians 
and the everyday things of the Victorian farm, workshop and home. Museum activity trails 
and gallery investigations, visitor information and a shop with unusual and nostalgic toys, 

gifts and pocket money buys. The windmill tower is reached via a 
spiral staircase - please telephone for further details.

The Camera Obscura at Dumfries Museum
During the winter months (October to March), dependent on 
good weather, the Museum’s Camera Obscura can be viewed 
on Saturdays or during the October school holidays (Monday 
- Saturday, 12 - 26 October 2019). Groups of 6 or more can be 
accommodated at other times if booked in advance and staffing 
allows (Tel 01387 253374).

Charges apply to Camera Obscura presentations only.

Admission: Adults £3.60, Concession £1.80.

EXHIBITIONS AND EVENTS AT 
DUMFRIES MUSEUM

Foyer Exhibition until 25 
January 2020
Mr Museum
Alfred Edgar Truckell (Alf) 
was born over 100 years ago 
on 14 February 1919. He was 
curator of Dumfries Museum 
1948 - 1982. During this time 
he expanded the museum 
collection, increased visitor 
numbers, opened the Old 
Bridge House as a museum 
of domestic life and started 
a museum in Annan. He 
was a well known figure in 
the town and was awarded 
an MBE for his services to 
learning.

Foyer Exhibition  
28 January 2020 – 
January 2021
Bottling it!
The streams, springs and 
wells around Dumfries town 
have long provided water 
for drinking and for making 
a variety of bottled 
beverages. Find out 
more about the cure 
or kill properties 
of this water 
and the fashions 
in consumption 
though time.

2020 is the Year 
of Scotland’s 
Coasts and 
Water



Until Saturday 23 November 
2019
Coastwise – where 
every name tells a story
This exhibition reveals the history 
and stories behind the origins of 
coastal place-names by exploring 
the language used to describe 
features between Redkirk Point 
and Southerness. Using the first 
Ordnance Survey maps as a 
starting point the exhibition looks 
at how names have evolved and 
explains the meaning of words 
that have disappeared from our 
everyday language.

This exhibition was created by 
the Solway Firth partnership.  
Find out more at  
www.solwayfirthpartnership.
co.uk/community/solway-
coastwise

Until Saturday 23 November 
2019
Plastic waste art 
installation
The For Enjoyment community were 
commissioned by the Dumfries and 
Galloway Eco Warriors to produce an 
installation piece that would highlight 
the effects of plastic pollution on the 
Dumfries and Galloway coastline. 
The resulting art work invites debate 
about the human impact of our 
natural world and at the same time 
highlight the importance of the work 
of the Eco Warriors in attempting to 
clean up our precious beaches.

For Enjoyment is an inclusive 
community of creative minds of 
all ages made up from a diverse 
mix of people from all around 
the region.

1 November 2019 -  
11 January 2020
Dorothée Pullinger: 
Pioneering Engineer, the 
Scottish Connection and 
beyond
Dorothée Pullinger was a pioneering 
motor engineer in the 1920s, most 
famous for designing and building a 
“Car for Women” at her factory at 
Tongland near Kirkcudbright. As the 
director and manager of Galloway 
Motors, she recruited a large female 
workforce to train as engineers.

This exhibition, telling the story 
of Dorothée’s life and work, was 
created by the University of the West 
of Scotland supported by the Royal 
Academy of Engineering’s Ingenious 
Award, University of the West of 
Scotland’s Vice Principal’s Research 
Fund, and Renfrewshire Council.

7-20 October 2019  
at various venues in Dumfries
SCOTLAND AND THE ARCTIC:  
A CONVERSATION
Featuring storytelling, film, song, poetry, 
discussion, presentation, exhibits and 40,000 
Barnacle Geese. Find the full programme at 
www.ayearofconversation.com/whats-on/
scotland-and-the-arctic-a-coversation

Dumfries Museum -  
Sir John Richardson (1787-1865)
A small display of memorabilia 
commemorates Sir 
John Richardson 
who was born 
in Dumfries, 
the son of a 
local brewer. 
He was 
educated 
along with 
Robert Burns’ 
eldest son at 
Dumfries Academy. 
John went on to 
become a trained doctor, 
a famous Arctic explorer, a pioneer of natural 
science and founder of the system of medical 
care for seamen within the Royal Navy. His 
work contributed to that of Charles Darwin.

On Wednesday 2 October 2019 a plaque 
commemorating Sir John Richardson’s 
achievements will be unveiled at 
Dumfries Academy.
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Thursday 3 October 2019, 
7pm - 9pm
National Poetry Day: 
No Stone Unturned 
with the Crichton 
Writers
Join the Crichton Writers for 
a literary event celebrating 
the built history of Dumfries, 
with readings of poetry and 
prose about the sandstone, 
structures and sculptures of 
the town. The art and craft of 
Dumfries’ architects, builders 
and stonemasons will be 
explored in a stunning live 
set. Refreshments will be 
served.

The Crichton Writers is a 
group of Dumfries and 
Galloway authors who meet 
monthly in Dumfries at the 
Crichton Campus. Member’s 
work has been prize-winning, 
widely published and 
anthologised. 

1 February -  
25 April 2020
Dinosaurs
How do dinosaurs fit into 
the evolution of life on 
Earth? What can fossils tell 
us about these amazing 
creatures that roamed the 
Earth 65 million years ago?

Discover some of the 
answers to these questions 
in this family friendly 
exhibition that includes 
hands on activities for 
children (and adults).

TALKS AND EVENTS 
AT DUMFRIES 
MUSEUM
Booking is required unless 
otherwise stated. Please 
phone Dumfries Museum 
on 01387 253374 to 
reserve a place.

Events are free unless 
otherwise stated. Donations 
towards costs are always 
appreciated and help to make 
the museum sustainable in 
the longer term.

Thursday 31 October 
2019,  
6.30pm
From Altar Stone to 
Whan Scar:  
Nic Coombey
Coastwise Project Officer Nic 
Coombey from the Solway 
Firth Partnership will describe 
how he discovered the stories 
that lie behind our coastal 
place names and how he has 
preserved them for the future.

Monday 11 November 
2019, 12.30pm - 4.15pm
Transit of Mercury 
across the sun
This rare event takes place 
only 13 times each century 
and is not always visible from 
the UK. Astronomers will 
be on hand at the museum 
with sun filtered telescopes 
and viewing glasses. Come 
along and join the Mercury 
party – lots of fun filled facts 
and activities. School groups 
welcome – please call us in 
advance so that we can make 
sure to accommodate you 
(tel 01387 253374). The next 
transit of Mercury will not 
place until 2032.

This event has been 
organised in partnership 
with Dumfries 
Astronomy Society.
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Monday 11 November 2019, 
5pm - 7pm
Music of the spheres
To celebrate the rare astronomical 
event of the transit of Mercury the 
museum is hosting a one hour teatime 
concert by the Galloway Consort 
who interweave renaissance music 
within a story-telling framework. In 
this carefully researched programme 
they imagine the lives of famous 16th 
and 17th century astronomers such as 
Nicolaus Copernicus and Galileo Galilei 
from the perspective of the women 
in their lives. Followed by tea/coffee, 
cake this is a not to be missed evening 
opportunity to visit the museum and 
19th century Observatory created from 
a disused windmill.

Entry is free. Voluntary 
donations to the museum are 
appreciated.

Thursday 14 November 2019, 
6.30pm
The life and photographs 
of Dr Werner Kissling: 
Kirsty Kernohan
Dr Werner Kissling (1895-1988) was 
a German soldier and diplomat. His 
career ended with his rejection of the 
Nazi Party and he dedicated the rest 
of his life to photographing Scottish 
crafts, agricultural practices, and 
architecture. He eventually settled in 
Dumfries. This talk explores his life 
and the photographs he took. 

This project is a partnership 
between Dumfries Museum and 
The Scottish Graduate School 
for Arts and Humanities

Thursday 21 November 2019, 
6.30pm
A Car for Women and 
other Arrol-Johnston 
stories: Dr Nina Baker
Dr Nina Baker will bring to life the 
stories of the women who worked in 
the Heathhall and Tongland factories 
of Arrol-Johnston, before, during 
and after the First World War. Most 
famously, the managing director’s 
daughter, Dorothée Pullinger, was 
trained as an engineer and helped 
manage the factories as well as 
design the Galloway car, marketed 
for women drivers. Other pioneering 
women also got their start in 
engineering there and one, sadly, met 
her end.

In retirement Dr Baker uses her 
academic and teaching experience in 
engineering design to research the 
history of women in engineering and 
to promote STEM careers for girls.

28 March 2020,  
8.15pm - 9.45pm
Earth Hour 2020 
Tales from the darkness – 
traditional stories from a 
time before electricity
Join us for the World Wildlife 
Federation global Earth Hour party, 
highlighting the need for action on 
climate change. After the lights go 
out across the country at 8.30pm 
join us for refreshments and 
candlelit stories and readings by 
Tom Hughes and JoAnne McKay. 
Suitable for all ages.
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Tuesday 15 October
Drop in 10am-12noon or 2-4pm
Stories of the sea
Listen to stories of the sea and 
pirates, make props and take 
part in bringing them to life.

Tuesday 22 October
Drop in 10am-12noon or 2-4pm
“Tentaculous” jellyfish
Using paper plates and lots of 
streamers and fabric to make beautiful 
jellyfish mobiles.

FREE FAMILY EVENTS AT DUMFRIES MUSEUM
Suitable for aged 5 and upwards, all children must be accompanied by an adult. Please wear old clothes -  
workshops can be messy! Where booking is required this opens one month before the event.  
To reserve a place please phone Dumfries Museum on 01387 253374 during normal opening times.

Activities are free
Donations towards the cost of materials are always appreciated and help to make the museum sustainable in the longer term. 

AUTUMN DROP IN FAMILY DAYS

Saturday 7 December
The Gorgeous Georgians do 
Christmas or What Robert Burns 
might have seen in the city – 
a family activity day at the museum with fun 
activities for all ages.

10am - 12noon
Find out about the crazy Christmas traditions 
of the upper class Georgians such as flaming 
“snapdragons” and “shoe the wild horse”. Try 
out our more gentle options. Make Georgian 
inspired crafty Christmas decorations.

2pm - 4pm
Get ready for the festive social 
season with light hearted lessons 
in Georgian etiquette from Mrs 
Grant and her brother the 
Reverend Brown (Jackie and 
Chris Lee, Artemis Scotland). 
Make pretty paper fans to 
cool fevered faces and send 
secret messages.

AUTUMN DROP IN GALLERY 
ACTIVITIES FOR CHILDREN
Until 23 November
Tuesday to Saturday, 10am-1pm and 2-5pm
Drop in activities inspired by the 
Coastwise exhibition.
• Take the seaside feely box challenge

• What’s in a name? Find the hidden words and 
work out what they mean

• Follow the seaside trail

• Colouring sheets and quizzes

24 November 2019 - 11 January 2020
Tuesday to Saturday, 10am-1pm and 2-5pm
Drop in winter activities inspired by our exhibitions 
and the winter season. 

• Make a pop up Galloway motor car picture and 
add passengers

• Design a car for the future and add it to our 
inventors’ notice board.

• Galloway car and winter 
season museum trails, 
colouring sheets and 
quizzes



FEBRUARY HALF TERM 
HOLIDAY 2020
Wednesday 19 February
ZooLab - Build a dinosaur
ZooLab’s animals (from bearded 
dragons to tarantulas, hissing 
cockroaches and frogs) provide 
some hands-on evolutionary clues 
as children get to see, feel and 
touch evolutionary changes and 
adaptations at first hand.

Sessions start at 10am, 11am, 
12noon, 2pm and 3pm

Booking essential  
Tel 01387 253374

Booking opens 19 January 2020

SPRING DROP IN GALLERY 
ACTIVITIES FOR CHILDREN
1 February - 25 April
Tuesday - Saturday, 10am - 1pm and 2 - 5pm
Drop in gallery activities to accompany the 
Dinosaurs exhibition

• Meet “Tea - Rex” (loves a brew) 
and follow his gallery trail

• Try walking in the footsteps of a 
dinosaur

• Hands on games

• Dressing up

• Make crayon rubbing pictures of fossils

• Colouring and quiz sheets

Friday 10 - Monday 13 April
Find the Easter Eggs
Find all of the sparkly eggs hidden around the 
museum and answer the Easter quiz questions to 
win a wee chocolate egg and lots of satisfaction.

Easter school holidays activities will take place on 
Tuesdays 7 and 14 April 2020 - details will be in our 
Spring 2020 programme available in March 2020.

Robert Burns 
Centre, 
Dumfries

Admission free

Open all year

1 October 2019 -  
31 March 2020
Tuesday - Saturday
10am - 1pm, 2pm - 5pm

1 April - 30 September 2020
Monday - Saturday  
10am - 5pm
Sunday 2pm - 5pm

Robert Burns Centre,
Mill Road, Dumfries DG2 7BE.

Tel: 01387 264808
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RECOGNISED AS A
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AWARDED BY MUSEUMS GALLERIES SCOTLAND
ON BEHALF OF THE SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT

THE ROBERT BURNS COLLECTION CARED FOR BY 
THE MUSEUMS OF THE BURNS SCOTLAND PARTNERSHIP IS 



Situated in the town’s eighteenth 
century watermill on the west 
bank of the River Nith, the 
Robert Burns Centre tells the 
story of Robert Burns’ last years 
spent in the bustling streets and 
lively atmosphere of Dumfries 
in the late eighteenth century. 
Recently redisplayed, the 
exhibition showcases a precious 
collection of artefacts that are 
of national significance. Visitors 
can explore Dumfries as it would 
have been at the time of Robert 
Burns through a fascinating 3D 
landscape model, with additional 
information and illustrations 
available on two new gallery 
apps. An audio booth gives 
visitors the chance to listen to 
contemporary performances of 
the poets’ songs and poems and 
younger visitors can discover 
more about Scotland’s national bard through a new gallery trail, 
colouring sheets, word games and jigsaws.

This unique season of lectures will celebrate Robert Burns and his legacy.  
Jointly hosted by Ellisland Farm and Dumfries Museum, these events have been arranged in 
partnership with the Centre for Robert Burns Studies, University of Glasgow.

Light refreshments will be served after the lectures.

Please contact the appropriate venue to reserve a seat.

Burns in Fact and 
Fiction 
Dr Carol Baranuik, 
Professor Gerry Carruthers 
and Doctoral student 
Kevin Gallagher from the 
University of Glasgow 
discuss the challenges of 
weeding out fact from 
fiction in the body of work 
attributed to Burns. 

Sunday 22 September 
2pm 
£5 per person 

Ellisland Farm and Museum, 
Holywood Road, Auldgirth, 
Dumfries, DG2 0RP

To book telephone 
01387 740426,  
pay at the museum or via  
www.ellislandfarm.co.uk 

Burns Season

Robert Burns –  
a contemporary 
perspective
Modern scientific methods 
and a unique partnership 
between academic 
departments at the 
University of Glasgow 
are revealing fascinating 
stories. This lecture by 
the University’s Professor 
Gerard Carruthers will 
explore the story of the 
forger Antique Smith and 
examine the results of a 
study of the types of paper 
and ink Robert Burns used.

Thursday 24 October, 
6.30pm, FREE

Robert Burns Centre, Mill 
Road, Dumfries DG2 7BE

Admission is free but 
spaces are limited so 
booking is advisable. Please 
telephone 01387 264808

Burns and Mental 
Health Panel 
Discussion 
Following recent research 
into Burns and his mental 
health, join us for this 
revealing discussion 
between University of 
Glasgow’s Danny Smith 
(Professor of Psychiatry) 
and PhD student Moira 
Henson. Chaired by 
Professor Gerry Carruthers. 

Sunday 24 November 
2pm 

£5 per person 

Ellisland Farm and Museum, 
Holywood Road, Auldgirth, 
Dumfries, DG2 0RP

To book telephone  
01387 740426, pay at the 
museum or via  
www.ellislandfarm.co.uk. 
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Opening 21 January 2020
Dumfries Burns Club 
200th anniversary exhibition
Dumfries Burns Club, one of the oldest in the world, celebrates 
the 200th anniversary of its inauguration in 2020. To 
commemorate this remarkable achievement the Club has worked 
with the museum to develop an exhibition that tells the story 
of the Club’s history. The exhibition can be seen in the recently 
refurbished gallery at the Robert Burns Centre throughout 2020.



Old Bridge 
House,
Mill Road, Dumfries 
DG2 7BE.

Tel: 01387 256904

Old Bridge House 
Museum is closed for 
the winter but will 
reopen on 31 March 2020.

Robert Burns 
Centre Film 
Theatre
Mill Road, Dumfries DG2 7BE

BOX OFFICE 01387 264808
www.rbcft.co.uk

The Robert Burns Centre Film Theatre has 
provided an alternative film-going experience 
for over 30 years and screens a diverse range 
of films including foreign language films, low 
budget independent films, documentaries, 
animations and short films. Our diverse 
programme is complemented by activities 
which will appeal to a range of audiences 
and age groups. We look to collaborate with 
community groups, local and national bodies, 
and individual practitioners to create special 
events tailored to specific audiences and 
age-groups.

Contact rbcft@dumgal.gov.uk or call 
on 01387 263094 for more details.

Robert Burns House, 
Dumfries

Robert Burns House,
Burns Street, Dumfries DG1 2PS.
Tel: 01387 255297

Admission free

Open all year
1 October 2019 - 30 March 2020
Tuesday - Saturday
10am - 1pm, 2pm - 5pm
31 March - 30 September 2020
Monday - Saturday 10am - 5pm
Sunday 2pm - 5pm

It was in this simple sandstone house in a quiet Dumfries 
street that Robert Burns, Scotland’s national poet, spent 
the last years of his life. He died here in 1796 at the age 
of just thirty seven. The house shows us how the poet and 
his family lived in the late eighteenth century, and is now a 
place of pilgrimage for Burns enthusiasts from around the 
world. The sales area has books, gifts and keepsakes, all 
with a Burns connection. Robert Burns House is accessed via 
steps - please telephone for further details.

Sanquhar 
Tolbooth 
Museum
High Street, Sanquhar 
DG4 6BN.

Tel: 01659 50186

Sanquhar Tolbooth 
Museum is closed for 
the winter but will reopen on  
31 March 2020.

Old Bridge House Museum and 
Sanquhar Tolbooth Museum 
will open for the 2020 summer 
season on 31 March 2020.
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