
Exhibitions, Events and Workshops

Museums in Annan, 
Dumfries and Sanquhar

ADMISSION FREE

April - September 2017



START DATE END DATE VENUE TYPE OF EVENT TITLE PAGE NO
Until February 2018 Dumfries Museum Foyer exhibition Blood, Sweat and Tears xi
Until 17 April 2017 Dumfries Museum Exhibition Fabulous Felt xi
Until 17 April 2017 Dumfries Museum Free family activity Gallery activities with Fabulous Felt exhibition xvii

30 MAR 30 MAR Dumfries Museum Free family activity Stargazing Live 2017 xiv
1 APR 31 OCT Annan Museum Summer season Museum open for 2017 ii
1 APR 31 OCT Camera Obscura Summer season Camera Obscura extended summer opening hours ix
1 APR 31 OCT Dumfries Museum Summer season Extended summer opening hours x
1 APR 31 OCT Old Bridge House Museum Summer season Museum open for 2017 xx
1 APR 31 OCT Robert Burns Centre Summer season Extended summer opening hours xxi
1 APR 31 OCT Robert Burns House Summer season Extended summer opening hours xxii
1 APR 31 OCT Sanquhar Tolbooth Museum Summer season Museum open for 2017 xxiii
1 APR 22 APR Annan Museum Exhibition Annan Amateur Art Club iii
4 APR 4 APR Dumfries Museum Free family activity Felt bookworms and snakes xvii
6 APR 6 APR Annan Museum Free family activity Get arty for Easter 1 vi
8 APR 30 SEPT Dumfries Museum Exhibition World War One Stories – The Davidson Brothers from Gatehouse xii
8 APR 8 APR Dumfries Museum Free family activity Mike Nicholson: Museum Mystery Squad xviii
9 APR 9 APR Dumfries Museum Free family activity Debi Gliori: Dragon Loves Penguin xviii
11 APR 11 APR Dumfries Museum Free family activity Natural felt wall hanging xviii
12 APR 12 APR Annan Museum Free family activity Make apple bird feeders with RSPB officer Paul Coulthard vi
12 APR 12 APR Dumfries Museum Free family activity Yuri’s Night 2017 xiv
13 APR 13 APR Annan Museum Free family activity Get arty for Easter 2 vi
14 APR 17 APR Annan Museum Free family activity Find the Easter eggs vi
14 APR 17 APR Dumfries Museum Free family activity Easter chick hunt xvii
14 APR 14 APR Dumfries Museum Free family activity Make apple bird feeders with RSPB officer Paul Coulthard xviii
21 APR 21 APR Dumfries Museum Launch event The Sword in the Story exhibition launch event xv
22 APR 17 JUNE Dumfries Museum Exhibition The Sword in the Story xii
22 APR 17 JUNE Dumfries Museum Free family activity Gallery activities with The Sword in the Story exhibition xviii
29 APR 17 JUNE Annan Museum Exhibition The Crichton Royal – A Hidden Gem iv
29 APR 17 JUNE Annan Museum Free family activity Gallery activities with The Crichton Royal – A Hidden Gem exhibition vi
13 MAY 13 MAY Dumfries Museum TTU Finds Day Treasure Trove Unit finds day with Natasha Fergusson of the TTU xv
19 MAY 19 MAY Dumfries Museum FoM 2017 talk and Supper Swords and Sword-craft + Border Reivers' Supper xv
20 MAY 20 MAY Dumfries Museum FoM 2017 Family day The Border Clansmen reenactors xvi
25 MAY 25 MAY Annan Museum Talk The Crichton Royal Art Collection - A Hidden Gem v
23 JUNE 23 JUNE Dumfries Museum Launch event Lost & Found – The story of Sweetheart Abbey’s 14th century breviary xvi
24 JUNE 9 SEPT Annan Museum Exhibition The Sword in the Story iv
24 JUNE 9 SEPT Annan Museum Free family activity Gallery activities with The Sword in the Story exhibition vii
24 JUNE 31 AUG Dumfries Museum Free family activity Drop in gallery activities to accompany the Lost & Found exhibition xix
24 JUNE 31 AUG Dumfries Museum Exhibition Lost & Found - The story of Sweetheart Abbey’s 14th century breviary xiii
4 JULY 4 JULY Dumfries Museum Free family activity Glorious stained glass xix
4 JULY 18 AUG Sanquhar Tolbooth Museum Free family activity Summer quizzes xxiii
6 JULY 6 JULY Annan Museum Free family activity Warrior puppets vii
11 JULY 11 JULY Dumfries Museum Free family activity Super scribes xix
13 JULY 13 JULY Annan Museum Free family activity The animals in the stories vii
18 JULY 18 JULY Dumfries Museum Free family activity Medieval power wheels xix
20 JULY 20 JULY Annan Museum Free family activity Bronze Age beakers vii
25 JULY 25 JULY Dumfries Museum Free family activity Heart boxes xix
27 JULY 27 JULY Annan Museum Free family activity Medieval magic vii
1 AUG 1 AUG Dumfries Museum Free family activity Wonder weaving xix
3 AUG 3 AUG Annan Museum Free family activity The sword in the stone or the lake? vii
8 AUG 8 AUG Dumfries Museum Free family activity Beautiful books xix

10 AUG 10 AUG Annan Museum Free family activity Arctic antics vii
15 AUG 15 AUG Dumfries Museum Free family activity Grotesque gargoyles xix
17 AUG 17 AUG Annan Museum Free family activity Jail break vii
9 SEPT 18 NOV Dumfries Museum Exhibition Space: Fact and Fiction xiii

16 SEPT 31 OCT Annan Museum Exhibition Recording War iv
16 SEPT 31 OCT Annan Museum Free family activity Gallery activities with the Recording War exhibition viii
26 OCT 26 OCT Annan Museum Talk The World War One Soldier Photographer v

DIARY



Welcome
2017 is Scotland’s Year of History, Heritage 
and Archaeology. As the whole of Scotland 
celebrates its historic environment and 
past we hope that something in our local 
programme of exhibitions and events will 
appeal to you.

To download a PDF of this programme or 
to join our mailing list visit www.dumgal.
gov.uk

To keep up to date with our news and 
get additional information follow us on 
Facebook (@DumfriesMuseum) and  
Twitter (@DumfriesMuseum). 
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ANNAN MUSEUM
Bank Street, Annan DG12 6AA
Tel: 01461 201384

This family friendly museum houses a 
permanent exhibition on the history 
of Annan and the surrounding area. A 
fascinating journey through time takes 
visitors from the prehistoric period up to 
the era of nuclear fission. Displays include 
costume, First World War memorabilia, 
town regalia and a remarkable collection of 
paintings depicting Annan and the Solway 
shore. Look out for a 4000 year old Bronze 
Age burial urn, mummified baby crocodiles 
and the 110 year old piece of chocolate!

The museum also hosts a lively 
programme of special exhibitions 
and events throughout the 
season, together with 
visitor information and 
a shop stocking pocket 
money buys as well as local 
history books and greetings 
cards by local artists.

The Museums Service is a member of 
Dumfries and Galloway Museums and 
Heritage Network - a treasure trove of history 
across south-west Scotland. To find out more 
see www.dgmuseumsnetwork.org.uk

Open 1 April -
31 October 2017
Monday - Saturday 

11am - 4pm

Admission is free
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A rare Roman coin
Made 63-68 AD this gold aureus is stamped 
with the head of Nero Caesar Augustus. An 
aureus equalled 25 silver denarii, more than 
a month’s pay for a legionary soldier. 

Acquired via Treasure Trove with  
support from the National 
Fund for Acquisitions.

NEW FOR 2017

EXHIBITIONS 
AT ANNAN 
MUSEUM

Saturday 1 April - 
Saturday 22 April
Annan Amateur Art Club

Annan Amateur Art 
Club celebrates its 50th 
anniversary this year. 

Members of the group work mainly in 
watercolours and pastels, but oils, acrylics 
and painted ceramics may also be on show. 
Currently the club meets from October to 
April in a comfortable room at Galabank 
Football Stadium on Wednesday afternoons 
when members support each other in 
developing their creative skills.

Dr Graham’s 
medical 
equipment
Dr Joan Graham 
was a general 
practice doctor 
in Gretna from 
1963 until she retired in 1987. At that time 
GPs performed a much wider variety of 
tasks than they do now.
Kindly donated by Gretna Medical Practice



Saturday 29 April - Saturday 17 June
The Crichton Royal – A Hidden Gem

An exhibition of works of art by patients 
confined in Crichton Royal Institution, 
Dumfries, in the mid-nineteenth century. The 
collection was formed by Dr Browne (1805 
– 1885), the first Physician Superintendent
of the Crichton, 1838 – 1857. Browne was
a pioneer of the moral treatment of asylum

patients. Under 
his guidance 
patients - male 
and female, 
paying and 
pauper - were 
stimulated 
by artistic, 
musical, 
literary and 
cultural 
activities 

designed to cure, or at least alleviate, their 
mental illness.

These artworks form part of the Crichton Royal 
Institution Archive deposited with Dumfries and 
Galloway Council Archives and are exhibited with the 
permission of Dumfries and Galloway Health Board.

Saturday 24 June -  
Saturday 9 September
The Sword in the Story

This exhibition was inspired by the study of 
a mysterious sword linked to the notorious 
Border Reiver, Kinmont Willie. It also 
features swords associated with notable 
local characters and places as well as a 
selection of swords from different eras and 
cultures. 
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Saturday 16 September - 
Tuesday 31 October
Recording War 

The 1914-18 war was the first conflict 
during which professional press 
photography was widely used. The ordinary 
soldier had access to a camera for the first 
time to record his own story. Aspects of 
life on the Home Front were also captured 
by amateur photographers, whilst the 
traditional studio portrait remained an 
important means of remembering loved 
ones. Letters too, offer glimpses of what 
people saw, experienced and chose to tell 
those back home.

On display will be selected professional 
photographs from the collection of Annan 
photographer Frederick Gibbs (1888 – 
1940) alongside amateur photographs, 
images of life at Castlemilk and Dryfeholm 
Auxiliary Hospitals, poignant studio 
portraits and powerful writing from the 
Front. These ask us to reflect upon what 
people considered important to record 
and remember within the censorship 
regulations, what we now understand from 
these images and letters and what we think 
may be important in another 100 years.



Thursday 25 May, 6.30pm

The Crichton Royal Art Collection - 
A Hidden Gem
A talk by Dr Maureen Park, Senior 
University Lecturer in History of Art, 
University of Glasgow  

Exploring the collection of patient art work 
formed by Dr William Alexander Francis 
Browne (1805-1885), the first Physician 
Superintendent of the Crichton,  
1838 - 1857.  

v

TALKS AND EVENTS AT ANNAN 
MUSEUM

Thursday 26 October, 6.30 - 8pm
The World War One Soldier 
Photographer

A talk by Alan Wakefield, Head of First 
World War, Imperial War Museum, London

Due to the introduction of smaller 
and portable cameras, this was the first 
conflict in which ordinary soldiers were 
able to take photographs and by doing so 
tell their own stories. These were often very 
different to the official press photographs 
of conflicts offering and offer us alternative 
views of the War. This talk will explore this 
genre, showing images from the different 
war fronts, depicting the everyday life 
of the soldier as well as moments from 
famous battles.

Image from the collection of Charles Anderson, kindly 
provided by Rene Anderson



FREE Family events
AT ANNAN MUSEUM
Suitable for aged 5 and upwards, all children must be accompanied by an adult. Please wear 
old clothes - workshops can be messy! Where booking is required this opens one month before 
each event. To reserve a place please phone Annan Museum on 01461 201384 during normal 
opening times (Monday - Saturday 11am - 4pm).

Activities are free. Donations towards the cost of materials are always appreciated and help to 
make the museum sustainable in the longer term.
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Friday 14, Saturday 15 and 
Monday 17 April 
Find the Easter eggs

Find all of the eggs hidden around the museum 
and answer the Easter quiz questions to win a 
wee chocolate egg and lots of satisfaction.

Thursday 6 April, 11am - 3pm
Get arty for Easter 1

Make decorative Easter inspired spring 
garlands, cards and gifts.

Wednesday 12 April, 12noon - 3pm
Make apple bird feeders with RSPB 
officer Paul Coulthard

Find out what the 
Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds 
do and what you can 
see when you explore 
our local area. Make 
an apple bird feeder to take home for your 
feathered garden friends. 

Saturday 1 - Saturday 22 April
11am - 4pm, Monday to Saturday

Drop in gallery activities to 
accompany the Annan Amateur Art 
Club exhibition

• Picture gallery trail

• Draw a picture to add to our Children’s
Art Gallery

• Decorate a butterfly or beastie to add to
our spring wall hanging

Saturday 29 April - Saturday 17 June
11am - 4pm, Monday to Saturday

Drop in gallery activities to 
accompany The Crichton Royal – 
A Hidden Gem exhibition

• Hidden gems gallery trail

• Emotion cubes – roll the dice and choose
appropriate pictures and colours

• Clever colouring – experiment with
colours to make the same picture look
happy or sad

Drop In Spring 
Activities

Thursday 13 April, 11am - 3pm
Get arty for Easter 2

Birds, beasties and animals are the inspiration 
for more arty activities at the museum.



Thursday 3 August
The sword in the stone 
or the lake?

Come and hear the 
legends of King Arthur 
and his sword Excalibur. 

Make a model of a sword 
in the stone using wood, foil 
and clay.

Thursday 10 August
Arctic antics
Find out why John Ross set off to explore the Arctic.  
Make Arctic animal masks and mobiles .

Thursday 17 August
Jail break
Discover the story of Kinmont Willie’s jail break from 
Carlisle Castle. Create a model of a medieval castle 
complete with dungeons.

Drop in summer activities 
11am – 3pm on each of the following dates

vii

Thursday 6 July 
Warrior puppets
Swords were the chosen weapons of warriors 
throughout the ages. Make stick puppets of 
the characters in our exhibition and 
other famous fighters. Take them 
home and make up your own stories.

Thursday 13 July
The animals in the stories
Find the hidden animals in our 
exhibition stories. Make fun pop up 
books featuring rats, cows, polar 
bears and other creatures.

Thursday 20 July
Bronze Age beakers
Make clay thumb and coil pots and 
decorate them Bronze Age style using 

traditional tools.

Thursday 27 July
Medieval magic
Try out our 
medieval toys. 
Make a “pull 
along” jousting 
horse and dream of 
knights and castles.

Saturday 24 June – 
Saturday 9 September
11am - 4pm, Monday to 
Saturday

Drop in gallery activities 
to accompany  
The Sword in the Story 
exhibition

• Secret swords gallery trail

• Colouring sheets and
quizzes

• Complete the story of the
silver sword to make your
own story book

• Make pop up cows that the
Border Reivers would have
been proud of

no penguins 
here mate
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Drop In Autumn 
activities at Annan 
Museum
Saturday 16 September – Tuesday 31 October
11am - 4pm, Monday to Saturday

Drop in gallery activities to accompany the 
Recording War exhibition
• Words of war - chose words from our word bank to

describe the photographs in the exhibition

• Truth and lies - look at our mystery objects and see
if you can tell which is the true description

• Use our World War One props to take your own
photo - what story do you want to tell?

• Gallery trail and colouring sheets

Further activities 
are planned for 

the October school 
holidays - details in 
the autumn/winter 

programme.

EVENTS FOR SCHOOLS AND GROUPS

The museums are free 
to visit and Camera 
Obscura presentations 
at Dumfries Museum are 
free to school groups 
when booked in advance.

If you are studying a 
specific topic and think 
that we can help please 
call us. We have a range 
of worksheets which 
may help structure your 
visit.

Loans boxes
We have a wide range of loans boxes 
available for schools and community 
groups to borrow free of charge. 
These cover topics such as Robert 
Burns, Domestic Life, Education and 
Childhood and many more.

Special workshops
We offer special workshops based on 
some of our temporary exhibitions – 
look out for further information on 
GLOW or through education email 
circulars.

For further information on school or group visits 
please call Dumfries Museum on 01387 253374.

Why not visit our museums in Dumfriesshire?



Camera Obscura viewings are not available 
when it is raining in order to preserve this 
rare historical instrument.
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CAMERA OBSCURA, DUMFRIES

The Observatory, Rotchell Road,
Dumfries DG2 7SW
Tel: 01387 253374

The Camera Obscura is on the top floor 
of the old windmill tower at Dumfries 
Museum. Originally an astronomical 
instrument, it was installed in 1836 
when the windmill was converted into 
an observatory. From it you can see a 
fascinating panoramic view of Dumfries 
and the surrounding countryside. A unique 
experience.

Open
1 April - 30 September 2017
Monday - Saturday 10am - 5pm
Sunday 2pm - 5pm

Admission
Adult £3.20
Concession £1.60

The windmill tower and Camera Obscura 
are accessed via a spiral staircase – please 
telephone for further details.



A treasure house of history in Dumfries and 
Galloway telling the story of the land and people 
of the region. Look out for fossil footprints left by 
prehistoric animals, the wildlife of the Solway, tools 
and weapons of our earliest people, stone carvings 
by Scotland’s first Christians and the everyday 
things of the Victorian farm, workshop and home.

Museum activity trails and gallery investigations, 
visitor information and a shop with unusual and 
nostalgic toys, gifts and pocket money buys.

Open all year
1 April - 30 September 2017
Monday - Saturday
10am - 5pm
Sunday 2pm - 5pm

1 October 2017 - March 2018
Tuesday - Saturday
10am - 1pm, 2pm - 5pm

Admission free

x

DUMFRIES MUSEUM
The Observatory, Rotchell Road, Dumfries, DG2 7SW
Tel: 01387 253374

The windmill tower is reached 
via a spiral staircase - please 
telephone for further details.



Lieutenant-General Colin 
Mackenzie (1806 – 1881) 

was the son in law of 
Admiral John Douglas 
of Kinmount, near 
Annan in Dumfries 
and Galloway. His 
blood stained 
jacket was kept as 
a reminder of his 

lucky escape when he 
was attacked and almost 

died in India in 1855.

The jacket is on display for the first 
time since being conserved by student 
Hannah Vickers at the Centre for Textile 
Conservation at the University of Glasgow.
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2017 Foyer Exhibition - Until January 2018
Blood, Sweat and Tears -  

Conserving Mackenzie’s 19th Century Jacket

EXHIBITIONS AND EVENTS AT 
DUMFRIES MUSEUM

Until Monday 17 April
Fabulous Felt - an inspiring exhibition 
of work by local felt makers

From beautifully detailed panels depicting 
Scotland’s heritage and culture to stylish 
nuno felt scarves and sculptured needle 
felt creatures, this contemporary take 
on a traditional craft is an exciting 
blend of textures and colours. Hands on 
examples give visitors of all ages a sensory 
opportunity to explore the different fibres 
used to make felt and the variety of items 
that can be made from them.

This exhibition 
is presented in 
collaboration 
with the 
Dumfries and 
Galloway Guild 
of Spinners, 
Weavers and 
Dyers and the 
Scottish Felters, 
a branch of the 
International 
Feltmakers 
Association.

© The National 
Army Museum



The Sword in the Story

This exhibition was inspired by 
the study of a mysterious sword 
linked to the notorious Border 
Reiver Kinmont Willie. It also 
features swords associated with 
notable local characters such as 
Robert Burns and arctic explorer 
John Ross as well as a selection 
of swords from different eras 
and cultures. 

xii

Saturday 8 April - Saturday 30 September
World War One Stories – The Davidson Brothers from Gatehouse

Of five brothers who signed up to fight in World War One only one survived, 
the other four were killed in separate battles in 1917. They were buried 
overseas, one in Egypt and the other three in France. Their story is told 
through memorabilia kindly loaned by Alan Davidson, grandson of the only 
surviving brother.

The Davidson brothers who were killed in World War One, Nelson, Peter, James and Robert

Saturday 22 April - Saturday 17 June
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Scottish king John Balliol. The Abbey was 
founded in memory of her husband John 
de Balliol and is where his embalmed heart 
was buried with her when she died in 1290. 

The Sweetheart Breviary is displayed at Dumfries 
Museum courtesy of a loan from The National Library 
of Scotland.

Saturday 24 June - Saturday 31 August
Lost & Found -  
The story of Sweetheart Abbey’s  
14th century breviary

Saturday 9 September - Saturday 18 November
Space: Fact and Fiction

Space is only 80 miles from every person on earth - far closer than most people are to their own 
national capitals - Daniel Deudney, 1982.

It is time to look up and out into 
the huge expanse that surrounds 
our earth - space. This exhibition 
explores a brave new world of 
science facts and takes a giant 
leap into science fiction. From the 
Galloway Dark Sky Park to galaxies 
far, far away there will be plenty for 
all ages to enjoy.

Photograph of Cairn Holy by Barrie Russell

This pocket size 14th century religious 
book was made for the Cistercian or 
“white monks” of Sweetheart Abbey. 
Written by hand in black and red ink on 
200 vellum leaves it is a rare survivor 
of the Scottish Reformation when many 
Catholic possessions were burned. It 
was in a private collection in 1715 and then 
disappeared for 300 years before appearing 
for auction in 2016.

Liber sanctae Mariae de dulci corde [a book 
of St. Mary of Sweetheart] is written on the 
first page. Sweetheart Abbey was founded 
c1273 by Lady Devorgilla, mother of the 
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WALKS, 
TALKS AND 
WORKSHOPS 
AT DUMFRIES 
MUSEUM

Thursday 30 March, 7 - 9pm
Stargazing Live 2017

To link with the 
BBC Stargazing Live 
programmes the 
museum is hosting an 
evening of interactive 
space themed activities. 
Weather permitting 
there will be stargazing 
using the museum and Dumfries Astronomy 
Society telescopes 8 - 9pm. Suitable for all 
ages. No booking required.

Wednesday 12 April, 6.30 - 8pm
Yuri’s Night 2017

This annual event 
celebrates Yuri Gagarin’s 
first space flight which 
took place on 12 April 
1961. Join the Dumfries 
Astronomy Society for an evening of space 
exploration with poetry from Dom Conlon 
and a lecture by astronomer Hayden 
Goodfellow entitled “Steven Hawking and 
the Philanthropist’s Probes”. 

Booking is required unless 
otherwise stated.

Please phone Dumfries 
Museum on 01387 253374 to 
reserve a place.

Events are free unless 
otherwise stated. Donations 
towards costs are always 
appreciated and help to make 
the museum sustainable in 
the longer term.

Puddle Wonderful
Two boys saw the night sky in a puddle.
Look, one said, there’s the moon
and there are stars.
See how bright they are,
how they travel through
our universe on the back of a splash.

Imagine, said the other,
what we might see
if we just looked up.

from Astro Poetica by Dom Conlon

Refreshments 
and 

celebration 
cake will be 

served.

Illustration by 
Jools Wilson



Friday 21 April, 6.30 - 8.30pm
The Sword in the Story exhibition 
launch event

Hear the inside story of the discovery of 
“Kinmont Willie’s sword” and the research 
undertaken to uncover its provenance.

A short talk will be followed by 
refreshments and an opportunity to preview 
the exhibition “The Sword in the Story”.

This event is free but pre booking is 
required - please call 01387 253374 to 
book a place.

Saturday 13 May, 11am – 3pm 
Free drop in event
Treasure Trove Unit finds day with 
Natasha Fergusson of the TTU

Chance discoveries of 
artefacts by members 
of the public have 
the potential to 
make a significant 
contribution to 
our understanding of 
Scotland’s past. The role of TTU is to ensure 
that finds of cultural significance are 
protected for the benefit of the nation and 
preserved in museums across the country. If 
you have found an artefact while farming, 
gardening, or through hobbies such as 
metal detecting, bring 
it along. TTU staff will 
be delighted to discuss 
your finds and answer 
any questions you may 
have about the Treasure 
Trove system.

Festival of Museums 2017 at 
Dumfries Museum
Swords with Stories

A weekend of sword talk - learn 
about the evolution of sword design 
at our Border Reivers’ supper, visit 
“The Sword in the Story” exhibition 
and meet the notorious Border 
Clansmen.

Friday 19 May, 6.30pm 
Tickets £5 including supper
Swords and Sword-craft

A talk by archaeologist 
Andrew Nicholson 
describing the 
evolution of sword 
design, construction 
and use from the 
Bronze Age to the 
present day, illustrated 
with local examples, 
reproductions and 
original pieces. Not for 
the faint-hearted, some descriptions are 
quite graphic! 

Tickets must be purchased in advance at the 
museum (call 01387 253374),  
cost £5 per person and will include a Border 
Reivers’ supper of roast beef or crowdie 
cheese and fresh bread with a glass of 
wine/ale or soft drink. Additional drinks will 
be available to buy at the Reiver Bar.

xv



Friday 23 June, 6.30 – 8.30pm
Lost & Found – The story of Sweetheart Abbey’s 14th 
century breviary
Exhibition launch event

Hear from the people who have studied this rare religious 
book from Sweetheart Abbey and researched its survival 
through perilous times and journeys across seas to its current 

home at the National 
Library of Scotland.

A short talk will 
be followed by 
refreshments and an 
opportunity to preview 
the Sweetheart breviary 
exhibition.

xvi

Saturday 20 May, 11am – 3pm 
Free drop in event
The Border Clansmen will give a demonstration of 16th century Border 
Reiver sword-craft, fire power and fashion!

Meet these fearsome 16th century cattle 
rustlers and find out what life was like in 
the Debateable Lands between Scotland 
and England during this turbulent time in 
history. The clansmen will be looking for 
young recruits to get involved in a junior 
re-enactment battle.

Entry to the event is free. A range of £1 
craft activities will offer the opportunity 
to make replica 16th century souvenirs to 
take home - e.g. a woven arm band, leather 
pouch, calligraphy name plate on vellum or 
stamp a 16th century coin.

These events will take place outdoors. If the 
weather is very bad an adapted event will take place inside the museum.

© Crown Copyright HES, Licensor www.scran.ac.uk



Drop in Spring 
activities 

Free Family Events 
AT DUMFRIES MUSEUM
Suitable for aged 5 and upwards, all children must be accompanied by an adult.
Please wear old clothes - workshops can be messy!
Where booking is required this opens one month before each event. To reserve a
place please phone Dumfries Museum on 01387 253374 during normal opening times
(Monday - Saturday 10am - 5pm, Sunday 2 - 5pm).
Activities are free. Donations towards the cost of materials are always appreciated and 
help to make the museum sustainable in the longer term.

Friday 14 to Monday 17 April, 
(Sunday 2 - 5pm,  
otherwise 10am - 5pm)
Easter chick hunt at the museum

Find all of the chicks hidden around the 
museum and answer the Easter quiz 
questions to win a wee chocolate egg and 
lots of satisfaction.

Tuesday 4 April 
10am - 12noon or 
2- 4pm
Felt bookworms and snakes

Have fun learning how to 
make felt from sheep’s wool 
and create funky monster 
bookworms and snakes.

Until Monday 17 April
Drop in gallery activities to accompany 
the Fabulous Felt exhibition

• Fabulous felt gallery trail

• Colouring sheets

• Fun fibre challenge

• Feely felt

xvii



Meet the author, 
book reading events

Part of Big DoG, the first children’s 
book festival in Dumfries organised by 
Wigtown Festival Company

Saturday 8 April, 10am – 11am
Mike Nicholson:  
Museum Mystery Squad 

Scooby Doo meets Doctor Who in 
this brand new book series by Kelpies 
Prize winning author Mike Nicholson. 
Hidden deep in the headquarters 
below the exhibits, the Museum Mystery Squad are 
primed to tackle unusual happenings. From secret 
Egyptian codes to missing treasure, there’s no puzzle 
they can’t solve. (For ages 6+ years)

A book signing will take place after the event.  
Free families Egyptian craft activities and mystery trail 
11am - 1pm and 2pm - 4pm.

Sunday 9 April, 11.30am
Debi Gliori:  
Dragon Loves Penguin

It’s bedtime in the land of ice and 
snow and Bib is having a story – so 
begins this heartwarming tale of a 
dragon in need of an egg and an 
abandoned egg in need of a mummy. (From ages 3+ years)

A book signing will take place after the event.  
Free families dragon craft activities and museum trail 
11am - 1pm and 2pm - 4pm.

Tuesday 11 April 
10am - 12noon or 2- 4pm
Natural felt wall hanging

Have fun learning how to make 
felt pictures from sheep’s wool and 
create a wall hanging inspired by 
nature.

Friday 14 April 
10am - 12noon or 2- 4pm
Make apple bird 
feeders with 
RSPB officer Paul 
Coulthard

Find out what the 
Royal Society for 
the Protection of 
Birds do and what you can see when 
you explore our local area. Make an 
apple bird feeder to take home for 
your feathered garden friends. 

Saturday 22 April -  
Saturday 17 June
Drop in gallery activities to 
accompany The Sword in the 
Story exhibition

xviii

• Secret swords gallery trail

• Colouring sheets and
quizzes

• Complete the story of the
silver sword to make your
own story book

• Make pop up cows that
the Border Reivers would
have been proud of

These events are free but ticketed and pre booking is essential. 
Tickets available from www.wigtownbookfestival.com or 
on 01988 403222. The box office at 11 North Main Street, 
Wigtown, DG8 9HN is open 9am - 5pm  
Monday - Saturday, and 12noon - 4pm Sunday.



Tuesday 4 July
Glorious stained glass

Inspired by the rose window 
at Sweetheart Abbey create 
beautiful coloured stained 
glass window pictures.

Tuesday 11 July
Super scribes

The monks of Sweetheart 
Abbey were experts in 
beautiful handwriting. Try 
14th century writing with quill 
pens. Make gold and jewel 
coloured illuminated letters.

Tuesday 18 July
Medieval power wheels

Medieval Cistercian monks 
used water wheel technology. 
Have fun playing with water 
wheel models and make your 
own simple wheel to take 
home and try out.

Drop in Summer activities
10am - 12noon or 2- 4pm on each of the following dates

Tuesday 15 August
Grotesque gargoyles

Find out about these scary 
sculptures on medieval 
abbeys and castles. Make 
your own clay gargoyle.

Saturday 9 September - Saturday 18 November
Drop in gallery activities to accompany the  
Space: Fact and Fiction exhibition

• Design a rocket

• Lost in space gallery trail

• Decorate alien masks

• Quizzes and colouring sheets

Autumn school holiday activities - 
Details in the winter programme.

drop in Autumn activities

Tuesday 25 July
Heart boxes

Learn about Lady Devorgilla 
who founded Sweetheart 
Abbey. Decorate a heart 
shaped box to keep your 
treasured possessions in.

Tuesday 1 August
Wonder weaving

The medieval monks of 
Sweetheart Abbey wore 
a woven white wool robe 
called a cuccula. Have a go 
at different kinds of weaving 
and make a bookmark to 
take home.

Tuesday 8 August
Beautiful books

Discover lots of ways 
to make fun folded and 
decorated books.

xix

Saturday 24 June - 
Thursday 31 August
Drop in gallery activities 
to accompany the Lost & 
Found exhibition

• Sweetheart gallery trail

• Try writing the
14th century way

• Contribute a decorated heart
to the Sweetheart mobile

• Gargoyle face masks

• Colouring sheets and
quizzes



OLD BRIDGE HOUSE, DUMFRIES
Mill Road, Dumfries DG2 7BE 
Tel: 01387 256904

Cross the fifteenth century Devorgilla Bridge to the Old Bridge House. Built in 1660 into the 
sandstone of the bridge itself, Dumfries’ oldest house is now a museum of everyday life in the 
town. You can see the family kitchen, nursery and bedroom of a Victorian home, and pay a 
visit to an early dentist’s surgery! Sit at the traditional school desk and try your hand at some 
Victorian school room exercises.

Open
1 April to 30 September 2017
Monday - Saturday, 10am - 5pm,
Sunday, 2pm - 5pm

Admission free
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The Old Bridge 
House is accessed 
via steps – please 
telephone for 
further details.



ROBERT BURNS CENTRE, DUMFRIES
Mill Road, Dumfries DG2 7BE 
Tel: 01387 264808
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Situated in the town’s eighteenth century watermill on the west bank of the River 
Nith, the Robert Burns Centre tells the story of Robert Burns’ last years spent in the 
bustling streets and lively atmosphere of Dumfries in the late eighteenth century. The 
exhibition is illuminated by many original manuscripts and belongings of the poet. 
There is a fascinating scale model of Dumfries in the 1790s and a haunting audio-
visual presentation. Test your powers of observation with a gallery investigation, 
discover Dumfries and Galloway’s Burns connections and browse around the shop.

Upstairs at the Robert Burns Centre, the Hullabaloo Café Gallery hosts a lively 
programme of contemporary works by local artists.

Open all year
1 April - 30 September 2017
Monday - Saturday 10am - 5pm
Sunday 2pm - 5pm

October - March 2018
Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 1pm,
2pm - 5pm

Admission free

Audio Visual Theatre 
Presentations

• Robert Burns -
The early years or

• Dumfries -
Queen of the South

Adults: £2.30, Conc: £1.15

A stair lift is available to access 
the first floor exhibition area.



ROBERT BURNS HOUSE, DUMFRIES
Burns Street, Dumfries DG1 2PS
Tel: 01387 255297

It was in this simple sandstone house in a quiet Dumfries street that Robert Burns, Scotland’s 
national poet, spent the last years of his life. He died here in 1796 at the age of just thirty 
seven. The house shows us how the poet and his family lived in the late eighteenth century, and 
is now a place of pilgrimage for Burns enthusiasts from around the world. The sales area has 
books, gifts and keepsakes, all with a Burns connection.

Open all year
1 April - 30 September 2017
Monday - Saturday 10am - 5pm
Sunday 2pm - 5pm

October - March
Tuesday - Saturday
10am - 1pm, 2pm - 5pm

Admission free
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Robert Burns House is 
accessed via steps -  
please telephone for further 
details.



SANQUHAR TOLBOOTH MUSEUM
High Street, Sanquhar, DG4 6BN 
Tel: 01659 50186
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Discover Sanquhar’s world famous knitting 
tradition and the story of the mines and 
miners of Sanquhar and Kirkconnel. What 
was it like to be a prisoner in Sanquhar 
jail? How did the ordinary people of Upper 
Nithsdale live and work in times past? All 
this and more can be found in the town’s 
fine 18th century tolbooth. A free audio-
visual presentation and gallery investigation 
take you on a tour, revealing the fascinating 
story of Upper Nithsdale. 

Open
1 April to 30 September 2017
Tuesday - Saturday  
10am - 1pm, 2pm - 5pm
Sunday  
2pm - 5pm

Admission free

Summer Quizzes
Tuesday 4 July - Friday 18 August
How observant are you?
Test your skills in our series of weekly 
quizzes, you could win a prize!  
Suitable for all ages.

New for 2017
This engraved silver kettle 
trophy was presented 
to Lieutenant HDB 
Hyslop, No3 Company, 
Dumfriesshire Volunteers, 
Sanquhar in 1867 and 

donated in 2016.

The Dumfriesshire Rifle Volunteers were 
created in 1860 when Napoleon III was 

seeking to invade 
Britain. Some 
volunteers saw 

service in the 
Boer War, and 

in 1908 the Rifle 
Volunteers across 
Britain became 
the nucleus of the 
Territorial Army.

Sanquhar Tolbooth 
Museum is 
accessed via steps 
- please telephone
for further details.


