
Exhibitions, Events and Workshops

Museums in Annan, 
Dumfries and Sanquhar

ADMISSION FREE

April - September 2016



START DATE END DATE VENUE TYPE OF EVENT TITLE PAGE NO

Until February 2017 Dumfries Museum Foyer exhibition Collecting Things! xi

12 MAR 18 JUNE Dumfries Museum Exhibition "Amang the Rigs o' Barley" xi

12 MAR 28 MAY Dumfries Museum Free family activity Drop in map exhibition gallery activities xvi

25 MAR 31 OCT Annan Museum Summer season Museum open for 2016 iii

25 MAR 30 SEPT Camera Obscura Summer season Extended summer opening hours ix

25 MAR 30 SEPT Dumfries Museum Summer season Extended summer opening hours x

25 MAR 30 SEPT Old Bridge House Museum Summer season Museum open for 2016 xix

25 MAR 30 SEPT Robert Burns Centre Summer season Extended summer opening hours xx

25 MAR 30 SEPT Robert Burns House Summer season Extended summer opening hours xxi

25 MAR 30 SEPT Sanquhar Tolbooth Museum Summer season Museum opens for 2016 xxii

25 MAR 28 MAR Dumfries Museum Free family activity Easter egg hunt at the museum xvi

25 MAR 28 MAY Annan Museum Exhibition Solway Seafood - Out of the Blue iv

25 MAR 28 MAR Annan Museum Free family activity Find the Easter chicks vi

25 MAR 28 MAY Annan Museum Free family activity Drop in Solway Seafood exhibition gallery activities vii

31 MAR 31 MAR Annan Museum Free family activity Felt flowers for spring vi

2 APR 30 SEPT Dumfries Museum Exhibition World War One Stories - The McDonald Brothers from New Abbey xii

5 APR 5 APR Dumfries Museum Free family activity Pop up maps xvi

7 APR 7 APR Annan Museum Free family activity Out of the Blue vi

12 APR 12 APR Dumfries Museum Free family activity Yuri's Night 2016 xiii

16 APR 16 APR Dumfries Museum Free family activity Summer Wandering workshop xiv

21 APR 21 APR Annan Museum Talk Fishy Tales - the sea fishing history of the Solway in 20 objects v

14 MAY 14 MAY Dumfries Museum Free family activity The Summer Wandering xiv

14 MAY 14 MAY Dumfries Museum Free family activity Ragnarock - The Final Battle xiv

14 MAY 14 MAY Dumfries Museum Free family activity Responsible Metal Detecting with Beyond the Beep xiv

3 JUNE 3 JUNE Annan Museum Talk Bullets, Ballistas and Burnswark v

4 JUNE 27 AUG Annan Museum Exhibition The Offensive Romans iv

4 JUNE 27 AUG Annan Museum Free family activity Drop in "The Offensive Romans" exhibition gallery activities viii

25 JUNE 3 SEPT Dumfries Museum Exhibition Solway Seafood - Out of the Blue xii

25 JUNE 3 SEPT Dumfries Museum Free family activity Drop in Solway Seafood exhibition gallery activities xvii

30 JUNE 30 JUNE Dumfries Museum Talk Fishy Tales - the sea fishing history of the Solway in 20 objects xv

1 JULY 30 SEPT Sanquhar Tolbooth Museum Exhibition Commemorating World War One - The Brave Men of Mennock xxiii

4 JULY 12 AUG Sanquhar Tolbooth Museum Free family activity Sanquhar Summer Quiz xxii

5 JULY 5 JULY Dumfries Museum Free family activity Fish scales xvii

7 JULY 7 JULY Annan Museum Free family activity Roman pottery vii

12 JULY 12 JULY Dumfries Museum Free family activity Out of the Blue xvii

14 JULY 14 JULY Annan Museum Free family activity Roman inspired mosaics vii

19 JULY 19 JULY Dumfries Museum Free family activity Collector's box xvii

21 JULY 21 JULY Annan Museum Free family activity Iron Age jewellery vii

26 JULY 26 JULY Dumfries Museum Free family activity Caves, crannogs and mansions xvii

28 JULY 28 JULY Annan Museum Free family activity Iron Age living vii

2 AUG 2 AUG Dumfries Museum Free family activity Amazing inventions xvii

4 AUG 4 AUG Annan Museum Free family activity Stories of the Roman gods viii

9 AUG 9 AUG Dumfries Museum Free family activity Delightful designs xvii

11 AUG 11 AUG Annan Museum Free family activity Make a Roman bulla viii

3 SEPT 31 OCT Annan Museum Free family activity Drop in map exhibition gallery activities viii

3 SEPT 3 SEPT Annan Museum Writing workshop Undiscovered Treasures writing workshop v

9 SEPT 9 SEPT Dumfries Museum Talk and exhibition preview The Offensive Romans xv

10 SEPT 26 NOV Dumfries Museum Exhibition Drop in "The Offensive Romans" exhibition gallery activities xiii

10 SEPT 26 NOV Dumfries Museum Exhibition Bullets, Ballistas and Burnwark xv

15 SEPT 15 SEPT Annan Museum Talk The Cartographic Riches of Estate Planning before the Ordnance Survey vi

17 SEPT 17 SEPT Annan Museum Writing workshop Undiscovered Treasures writing workshop v

29 SEPT 29 SEPT Dumfries Museum Talk Collecting Scottish Silver xv

18 OCT 18 OCT Dumfries Museum Free family activity Roman pottery xviii

25 OCT 25 OCT Dumfries Museum Free family activity Roman inspired mosaics xviii



Welcome
Welcome to our spring/summer programme of venues, special exhibitions and 
events. In this half of the brochure you will find information about Annan Museum, 
Dumfries Museum, Robert Burns House, the Robert Burns Centre, Old Bridge 
House Museum and Sanquhar Tolbooth Museum. If you turn the brochure over, 
you can find details of the lively programme of temporary art exhibitions, talks and 
workshops available at Gracefield Arts Centre.

To download a PDF of this programme or to join our mailing 
list visit www.dumgal.gov.uk

To keep up to date with our news and get additional event information follow us on 
Facebook (Dumfries Museum) and Twitter (@DumfriesMuseum).

R i v e r  N i t h

Fountain

Theatre 
Royal

 Railway 
Station

BUCCLEUCH ST

G
L

A
S

G
O

W
S

T
R

E
E

T
 

C
H

U
R

C
H

 
SH

AK
ES

PE
AR

E 
ST

 

E N G L I S
H  S

TRE E T  

LOVER ' S  W A LK  
C AT H E R I N E  S T  

A C ADEM
Y  S

T  
W

HITESANDS 

BANK ST 

FRIAR'S VENNEL 

BURNS
S

T

Tourist 
Information

Ewart 
Library

WHERE TO FIND US

DG One 
Leisure Centre

Midsteeple

To Sanquhar 
Tolbooth Museum 
(27 miles)

To Annan 
Museum 
(17 miles)

Gracefield 
Arts 
Centre

Old 
Bridge 
House 
Museum

Dumfries 
Museum 
& Camera 
Obscura

Robert 
Burns 
House

Robert 
Burns 
Centre and 
Film Theatre



ANNAN MUSEUM
Bank Street, Annan DG12 6AA
Tel: 01461 201384

This family friendly museum houses a permanent exhibition on the 
history of Annan and the surrounding area. A fascinating journey 
through time takes visitors from the prehistoric period up to the 
era of nuclear fission. Displays include costume, First World 
War memorabilia, town regalia and a remarkable collection 
of paintings depicting Annan and the Solway shore. 
Look out for a 4000 year old Bronze Age burial urn, 
mummified baby crocodiles and the 110 year old piece 
of chocolate!

The museum also hosts a lively programme of 
special exhibitions and events throughout 
the season, together with visitor 
information and a shop stocking 
pocket money buys as well as local 
history books and greetings cards 
by local artists.

Open until 
31 October 2016
Monday - Saturday 11am - 4pm

Admission is free

iii

New local history gallery 
exhibits for 2016 include

• Silver model 1890s trawl boat
presented to Sir Robert T Reid,
QC MP by Annan Waterfoot 
Fishermen in 1897

• A new display of toys and
childhood items from bygone days

• Additional World War One items



EXHIBITIONS AT ANNAN MUSEUM

iv

Friday 25 March - Saturday 28 May
Solway Seafood - Out of the Blue

Food from the sea has sustained the 
people of south west Scotland for the past 
10,000 years and is now an integral part 
of local life. Take a journey through time 
and discover the story of people who have 
fished the Solway coast, the traditional 
methods employed and the changes that 
have taken place.

Saturday 4 June -  
Saturday 27 August
The Offensive 
Romans

Is Burnswark Hill 
the site of a Roman training camp or a 
scene of bloody conflict between invading 
Romans and the native people of Southern 
Scotland?

This question has puzzled archaeologists 
since the 18th century. An imposing table 
- top hill in flat surroundings, Burnswark
has been an important site throughout the
Bronze Age, Iron Age, Roman occupation of
Britain, mediaeval period and 17th century
Civil War.

Supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund 
a team of archaeologists and volunteers 
carried out a dig in September 2015. Using 
modern methods of metal detecting, soil 
testing, and input from experts in the 
UK and Germany new evidence is being 
presented to tell the story of Burnswark and 
the Roman invasion of Scotland.

Saturday 3 September -  
Monday 31 October
“Amang the rigs o’ Barley”:  
A cartographic tour of Nithsdale and 
Annandale in the 18th and early 19th 
century

The poet Robert Burns wrote “Rigs o’ 
Barley” in 1783, around the time when 
many of the maps in this exhibition were 
drawn. Rigs were a feature of the landscape 
that had slowly begun to change. The 
landscape of the larger estates was being 
mapped in order to plan future changes.

With the help of these early maps we can 
imagine the landscape Burns saw. Glimpse 
how life became more comfortable with 
enclosures around houses including gardens 
and perhaps even orchards, hedgerows to 
halt the wind, mosses where peats were cut 
and of course the strips of cultivated land or 
rigs. By the early 19th century the maps show 
the enclosed fields and enlarged steadings 
created to feed an expanding population.

These old maps allow us to see where we 
have come from. They may be the closest 
that we can get to time travel.



v

Thursday 21 April, 6.30 - 8pm
Fishy Tales

A talk by Nic 
Coombey, Solway 
Firth Partnership 

Discover the sea 
fishing history of the Solway 
through 20 objects - Nic Coombey 
will tell the story of people’s ingenuity from 
10,000 years ago to the modern day. Using 
objects held in museum collections the talk will 
bring to life ancient ways of catching seafood 
and the changes that have taken place.

Friday 3 June, 6.30 - 8pm
Bullets, Ballistas and 
Burnswark

Exhibition preview and 
talk by John Reid

For the last five decades, 
archaeological debate has 
surrounded the extraordinary complex of Roman 
earthworks at Burnswark Hill near Middlebie.

During the last half century, the two Roman 
camps which hold the largest native hill fort 
in Dumfriesshire in a vice-like grip, have been 
believed to be a Roman practice works.

Now after a year of investigations supported 
by the Heritage Lottery Fund, exciting new 
evidence is emerging of what 
really took place on this dark and 
foreboding hill.

TALKS AND EVENTS AT ANNAN 
MUSEUM Undiscovered Treasures

A writing project inspired by the 
Annan Museum collection

Writer Vivien Jones will lead 
two workshops for all levels 
of writers from beginners to 
professionals. Working in small 
peer groups participants will 
support each other to produce 
creative writing inspired by unusual, 
and sometimes overlooked, objects in 
the museum collection. The finished work 
will be published in a booklet.

Saturday 3 Sept, 11.30am - 1.30pm
In workshop one, participants will be paired 
with a museum object and guided towards 
available research within the museum and 
beyond. 

Saturday 17 Sept, 11.30am - 1.30pm
In workshop two, participants will bring 
work in draft form and work in small peer 
groups to share and refine their work towards 
publication.

For further details and to book a place 
on the workshops you can contact Vivien 
Jones, telephone 01461 700396 or  
email Vivien@freeola.com.

These workshops are supported by Live 
Literature Scotland.

Photograph by 
Colin Tennant

© Solway Heritage



Thursday 15 September, 6.30 - 8pm
The Cartographic Riches of Estate Planning before the Ordnance Survey

A talk by Peter Norman of the Dumfries Archival Mapping Project.

The maps and estate plans of Annandale eloquently describe changes in the local landscape 
through the 18th century. They map accurately what was present. Often embellished by 
calligraphy, they capture the ambience of a past landscape in a way that words fail to. Looking 
at these maps may be the nearest that we can come to time travel!

Admission is free. Booking is required. Light refreshments will be served. Please telephone 
Annan Museum on 01461 201384 to reserve a place.

vi

FREE Family events
AT ANNAN MUSEUM
Suitable for aged 5 and upwards, all children must be accompanied by an adult.

Admission is free. Please wear old clothes - workshops can be messy!

Where booking is required this opens one month before each event. To reserve a place please 
phone Annan Museum on 01461 201384 during normal opening times 
(Monday - Saturday 11am - 4pm, 25 March to 31 October 2016).

Spring Activities at Annan Museum
Drop in Easter activities

Friday 25, Saturday 26 and Monday 28 March
Find the Easter chicks

Find all of the chicks hidden around the museum and answer the Easter 
quiz questions to win a wee chocolate egg and lots of satisfaction.

Thursday 31 March, 11am - 3pm
Felt Flowers for spring

Use felt to make pretty spring flower bookmarks, 
hairclips and decorations.

Thursday 7 April, 11am - 3pm
Out of the Blue

Use a variety of printing methods to make 
colourful underwater pictures.



vii

Friday 25 March - Saturday 28 May,  
11am - 4pm, Monday to Saturday
Drop in gallery activities to accompany the 
“Solway Seafood” exhibition.

• See who can catch the highest score in the
magnetic fishing pond

• Make a fishy face mask
• A fishy gallery trail
• Quizzes and colouring sheets

Summer activities 
at Annan Museum

Thursday 7 July
Roman pottery with 
master potter  
Graham Taylor
Sessions start at 10am, 
11am, 12noon, 2pm and 
3pm (Booking essential)

Learn how the Romans 
made and used pottery jugs, 
bowls and tiles. Make your own Roman 
design tile to take home. If you like what 
you have made you can have it kiln fired 
and returned to Annan Museum (cost £3 
per object). There is no charge for taking 
part in the activity at the museum.

Thursday 14 July
Roman inspired mosaics with artist 
Jane Rose
Sessions run 11am - 1pm or 2 - 4pm 
(Booking essential) 

Be inspired by Roman designs, and make 
your own mini mosaic to take home.

Thursday 21 July
Iron Age jewellery
Drop in 11am - 3pm

The people who lived in this area at the time 
of the Roman invasions wore functional 
jewellery and may even have decorated their 
skin with paint or tattoos. Make some simple 
bead jewellery and learn about the ancient 
symbols used by these people.

Thursday 28 July
Iron Age living
Drop in 11am - 3pm

At the time 
of the Roman 
invasions of 
Scotland many 
of the local 
people lived in 
roundhouses 
on land or over water (crannogs). Make a 
model of a roundhouse and find out more 
about how these people lived.



Thursday 4 August
Stories of the  
Roman Gods
Drop in 11am - 3pm

The Romans were 
very superstitious and believed 
in many different Gods, such as 
Jupiter, Neptune and Mars. Listen 
to stories of the Gods and make 
colourful story posters to take 
home.

Thursday 11 August
Make a Roman bulla
Drop in 11am - 3pm

Roman soldiers often wore a bulla - a small 
bag made of soft, woven wool that contained a 
secret, lucky charm, perhaps a spell or a magic 
word. Make your own bulla to take home.

4 June - 27 August, 11am - 4pm, 
Monday to Saturday
Drop in gallery activities to accompany 
the Offensive Romans exhibition.

• Design your own Iron Age shield and
find out about the weapons native
tribes used to defend themselves
against the Roman invasion.

• Discover more about Roman weapons
and shields. Make a Roman helmet.

• Learn about Roman
numerals and
take the shopping
challenge

• Discover more about
Roman altars and
tombstones

• Roman gallery trail,
quizzes and colouring
sheets

Autumn activities 
at Annan Museum

viii

3 September - 31 October, 11am - 4pm, Monday to Saturday
Drop in gallery activities to accompany the map exhibition.
• Follow the treasure map trail

• Learn about map symbols

• Colouring sheets and quizzes

Autumn school holiday activities
There will be further themed activities to go with  
the map exhibition. Details in the autumn/winter programme.
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CAMERA OBSCURA, DUMFRIES

The Observatory, Rotchell Road,
Dumfries DG2 7SW
Tel: 01387 253374

The Camera Obscura is on the top floor of 
the old windmill tower at Dumfries Museum. 
Originally an astronomical instrument, it 
was installed in 1836 when the windmill 
was converted into an observatory. From it 
you can see a fascinating panoramic view of 
Dumfries and the surrounding countryside. A 
unique experience.

Open
25 March - 30 September 2016
Monday - Saturday 10am - 5pm
Sunday 2pm - 5pm

Admission
Adult £3
Concession £1.50

The windmill tower and Camera Obscura 
are accessed via a spiral staircase - please 
telephone for further details. 

Camera Obscura viewings are not available 
when it is raining in order to preserve this 
rare historical instrument.

to the oldest 
working camera 
obscura.  
180 years old in 
August 2016.

Happy Birthday 



x

DUMFRIES MUSEUM
The Observatory, Rotchell Road, Dumfries, DG2 7SW
Tel: 01387 253374

A treasure house of history in Dumfries and Galloway 
telling the story of the land and people of the region. 
Look out for fossil footprints left by prehistoric 
animals, the wildlife of the Solway, tools and 
weapons of our earliest people, stone carvings by 
Scotland’s first Christians and the everyday things 
of the Victorian farm, workshop and home.

Museum activity trails and gallery 
investigations, visitor information and a shop 
with unusual and nostalgic toys, gifts and 
pocket money buys.

Open all year
25 March -  
30 September 2016
Monday - Saturday
10am - 5pm
Sunday 2pm - 5pm

1 October 2016 
- March 2017
Tuesday - Saturday
10am - 1pm, 2pm - 5pm

Admission free

The windmill tower is 
reached via a spiral 
staircase - please 
telephone for further 
details.



EXHIBITIONS AND EVENTS AT 
DUMFRIES MUSEUM

xi

2016 Foyer Exhibition

Collecting Things!
What do museums collect and why?
What do green rubber “Hunter” wellies, 
Egyptian tomb figures and 225 million 
year old fossil footprints have in 
common? This exhibition explores how 
Dumfries Museum’s collections evolved 
through the Victorian era and the 20th 
century up to the present day.

Saturday 12 March - Saturday 18 June 2016

“Amang the Rigs o’ Barley”:  
A cartographic tour of Nithsdale and Annandale in the 18th and early 19th century.
The poet Robert Burns wrote “Rigs o’ Barley” in 1783, 
around the time when many of the maps in this exhibition 
were drawn. Rigs were a feature of the landscape that 
had slowly begun to change. The landscape of the larger 
estates was being mapped in order to plan future changes.

With the help of these early maps we can imagine the 
landscape Burns saw. Glimpse how life became more 
comfortable with enclosures around houses including 
gardens and perhaps even orchards, hedgerows to halt 
the wind, mosses where peats were cut and of course the 
strips of cultivated land or rigs. By the early 19th century 
the maps show the enclosed fields and enlarged steadings created to feed an expanding 
population.

These old maps allow us to see where we have come from. They may be the closest that we can 
get to time travel.



Saturday 2 April -  
Friday 30 September

World War One stories - The McDonald 
brothers from New Abbey

James, William, Robert and David McDonald 
were brothers from a family of eleven 
children born and brought up in New Abbey, 
seven miles from Dumfries. All four brothers 
served in the forces during World War One 
and all four survived.

Photographs and souvenirs kept by the 
brothers have been kindly loaned by James’ 
daughter Edith McDonald and great niece 
Elizabeth Weir.

xii

Photograph of 
James with his 
Machine Gun 
Corps battalion, 
displaying a 
notice which 
reads “Hun 
Hustlers”.

James 
McDonald on 
his Sergeant’s 
horse, Pickles. 
James’ own 
horse was 
strawberry roan 
coloured.

Saturday 25 June - Saturday 3 September

Solway Seafood - Out of the Blue

Food from the sea has sustained the people of 
south west Scotland for the past 10,000 years and 
is now an integral part of local life. Take a journey 
through time and discover the story of people 
who have fished the Solway coast, the traditional 
methods employed and the changes that have 
taken place.

Photograph by Colin Tennant



Saturday 10 September - 
Saturday 26 November

The Offensive Romans

Is Burnswark Hill the site of a Roman 
training camp or a scene of bloody conflict 
between invading Romans and the native 
people of Southern Scotland?

This question has puzzled archaeologists 
since the 18th century. An imposing table 
- top hill in flat surroundings, Burnswark
has been an important site throughout the
Bronze Age, Iron Age, Roman occupation of
Britain, mediaeval period and 17th century
Civil War.

Supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund 
a team of archaeologists and volunteers 
carried out a dig in September 2015. Using 
modern methods of metal detecting, soil 
testing, and input from experts in the 
UK and Germany new evidence is being 
presented to tell the story of Burnswark and 
the Roman invasion of Scotland.

Tuesday 12 April, 6 - 8pm

Yuri’s Night 2016

While astronaut Tim Peake orbits 
the Earth in the Space Station 
this family friendly annual event 

celebrates Yuri Gagarin’s first 
space flight which 

took place 55 years ago 
in 1961. Join the Dumfries 
Astronomy Society and 
museum volunteers for a 
fun night of space travel 
activities including: dress 
like an astronaut, taste astronaut space food, 
make models of Jupiter, draw pastel aurora 
pictures, make a Pinwheel galaxy and learn 
how space robots detect smells. 

The Triathalon Trust will be back with their 
Space to Earth Challenge - see how far you can 
cycle in a minute. Can we clock up the 400km 
to the Space Station? No booking required.

WALKS, TALKS 
AND WORKSHOPS 
AT DUMFRIES 
MUSEUM
Admission is free. Booking 
is required unless otherwise 
stated. 
Please phone Dumfries 
Museum on 01387 253374 to 
reserve a place.

xiii



xiv

Festival of Museums 2016 at 
Dumfries Museum

Saturday 16 April

Summer Wandering Workshops, 
10am - 12noon or 2 - 4pm

Drop in and find out more about our Festival 
of Museums 2016 event “The Summer 
Wandering”. Learn how to trade like a 
Viking. Prepare a gaming longship card and 
team banner for the big day on 14 May.

Saturday 14 May

The Summer Wandering, 10am - 3pm

Set out on 
an epic quest 
with the 
Dumfries 
Vikings 
group, 
Galloway 
Longfhanda. 

Travel back in time 1000 years. Trade goods 
to feed your family and make your fortune. 
Hone your bartering skills and defend 
the honour of your village.

Schools and community groups will be 
invited to form teams to take part in 
a day long trading game connecting 
Dumfries town centre, the River Nith 
and Dumfries Museum. £10 entry fee 
per team (up to 10 people), £100 prize 
to winning team. 

Saturday 14 May

Ragnarock - The Final Battle, 4pm

The day will culminate in a battle between 
Viking warriors on the terraces at Dumfries 
Museum at 4pm followed by announcement 
of The Summer Wandering team winners.

Responsible metal detecting with 
Beyond the Beep, 10am - 3pm

Beyond the Beep will be on 
hand to let children have 
a go at metal detecting 
and will be setting up a 
token hunt in the museum 
grounds with small prizes 
for tokens collected. They 
will talk about their finds, 
the Treasure Trove law 
and how to metal detect 
responsibly. This event will 
take place in conjunction 
with the “Go Minelabbing” International 
Metal Detecting Day.

Beyond the Beep is a small 
company aiming to raise the 
profile of responsible metal 
detecting and promoting detecting as an invaluable 
asset which contributes towards preserving and 
protecting heritage. In addition Beyond the Beep is 
currently involved in two education projects with 
schools in Dumfries and Galloway.
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Thursday 30 June, 6.30 - 8pm

Fishy Tales

A talk by Nic Coombey, Solway Firth Partnership 

Discover the sea fishing history of the Solway through 
20 objects. Nic Coombey will tell the story of peoples 
ingenuity from 10,000 years ago to the modern day. Using 
objects held in museum collections the talk will bring to 
life ancient ways of catching seafood and the changes that have taken place.

xv

Thursday 29 September, 6.30 - 8pm

Collecting Scottish Silver

A talk by George Dalgleish, recently retired 
Keeper of Scottish History and Archaeology 
at National Museums Scotland

Silver has played an important part in 
Scottish history from the time of the 
Romans onwards. It played a key role in 
establishing and communicating power 
and prestige. In more modern times it was 
seen as a display of wealth and good taste. 
This talk will look at silver made by Scottish 
craftsmen from the 16th century onwards 
and will be illustrated with examples from 
the Dumfries Museum collection.

Friday 9 September, 6.30 - 8pm

Bullets, Ballistas and Burnswark

Exhibition preview and talk by John Reid

For the last five decades, archaeological 
debate has surrounded the extraordinary 
complex of Roman earthworks at 
Burnswark Hill, near Middlebie.

During the last half century, the two Roman 
camps which hold the largest native hill 
fort in Dumfriesshire in a vice-like grip, 
have been believed to be a Roman practice 
works.

Now after a year of investigations 
supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund, 
exciting new evidence is emerging of 
what really took place on this dark and 
foreboding hill.
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Spring activities at 
Dumfries Museum
Drop in Easter activities

Friday 25 to Monday 28 March 
(Sundays 2 - 5pm, otherwise 10am - 5pm)

Easter egg hunt at the museum

Find all of the eggs hidden around the museum and 
answer the Easter quiz questions to win a wee chocolate 
egg and lots of satisfaction.

Tuesday 29 March, 10am - 12noon or 2- 4pm
Felt Flowers for spring

Use felt to make pretty spring flower bookmarks, hairclips 
and decorations.

Tuesday 5 April, 10am - 12noon or 2- 4pm
Pop up maps

Using pre-cut templates create pop up 3D maps with hills, 
trees, houses and other things that you can see from your 
home.

Free Family Events 
AT DUMFRIES MUSEUM
Suitable for aged 5 and upwards, all children must be accompanied by an adult.
Admission is free. Please wear old clothes - workshops can be messy!
Where booking is required this opens one month before each event. To reserve a 
place please phone Dumfries Museum on 01387 253374 during normal opening times 
(Monday - Saturday 10am - 5pm, Sunday 2 - 5pm).

Saturday 12 March - 
Saturday 28 May 

(Sundays 2 - 5pm, otherwise 
10am - 5pm)

Drop in gallery activities 
to accompany the map 
exhibition.

• Follow the treasure map trail

• Learn about map symbols

• Colouring sheets and quizzes

xvi



Saturday 25 June -  
Saturday 3 September 
(Sundays 2 - 5pm, otherwise 10am - 5pm)

Drop in gallery activities to accompany the 
Solway Seafood - Out of the Blue exhibition.

• See who can catch the highest score in
the magnetic fishing pond

• Make a fishy face mask

• A fishy gallery trail

• Quizzes and colouring sheets

Tuesday 5 July
10am - 12noon or 2- 4pm
Fish scales
Help us to decorate scales for the giant 
salmon in our Solway Seafood exhibition. 
Make your own fish mobile to take home.

Tuesday 12 July
10am - 12noon or 2- 4pm
Out of the Blue
Use a variety of printing methods to make 
colourful underwater pictures.

Tuesday 19 July
10am - 12noon or 2 - 4pm
Collector’s box
Inspired by our 2016 foyer exhibition 
“Collecting Things!” decorate a papier 
mache box to keep your tiny treasures in.

The 2016 year of Architecture, Innovation 
and Design has inspired 3 challenging new 
gallery trails to be launched this summer

Tuesday 26 July
10am - 12noon or 2 - 4pm
Caves, Crannogs and Mansions
Discover all kinds of homes from the past 
then colour, cut out and build a model of a 
Victorian house to take home.

Tuesday 2 August
10am - 12noon or 2 - 4pm
Amazing Inventions
Discover amazing inventions in the 
museum. Try on our crazy inventors’ hats 
and dream up your own creations.

Tuesday 9 August
10am - 12noon or 2 - 4pm
Delightful designs
Discover the beautiful patterns on many 
of our museum objects. Use the patterns 
to create your own stained glass effect 
window picture.

xvii

Summer activities at 
Dumfries Museum



Autumn activities at 
Dumfries Museum
Saturday 10 September - 
Saturday 26 November

September
Every day 10am - 5pm (Sunday 2pm -5pm)

October / November
Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 1pm and 2-5pm

Drop in gallery activities to accompany the 
Offensive Romans 
exhibition.

• Design your
own Iron Age 
shield and
find out about
the weapons
native tribes
used to defend
themselves against the Roman invasion.

• Discover more about Roman weapons
and shields. Make a Roman helmet.

Autumn school holiday activities

Tuesday 18 October
Roman pottery with master potter 
Graham Taylor

Sessions start at 10am, 11am, 12noon, 2pm 
and 3pm (Booking essential)

Learn how the Romans 
made and used pottery 
jugs, bowls and tiles. 
Make your own Roman 
design tile to take 
home. If you like what 
you have made you can 
have it kiln fired and 
returned to Dumfries 
Museum (cost £3 per 
object). There is no charge for taking part in 
the activity at the museum.

Tuesday 25 October
Roman inspired mosaics with artist 
Jane Rose

Sessions run 10am - 12noon or 2 - 4pm 
(Booking essential) 

Be inspired by Roman period designs, and 
make your own mini mosaic to take home.
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• Learn about Roman
numerals and
take the shopping
challenge

• Discover more
about Roman altars
and tombstones

• Romans gallery
trail, quizzes and
colouring sheets



OLD BRIDGE HOUSE, DUMFRIES
Mill Road, Dumfries DG2 7BE. Tel: 01387 256904

Cross the fifteenth century Devorgilla Bridge to the Old Bridge House. Built in 1660 into the 
sandstone of the bridge itself, Dumfries’ oldest house is now a museum of everyday life in the 
town. You can see the family kitchen, nursery and bedroom of a Victorian home, and pay a 
visit to an early dentist’s surgery! Sit at the traditional school desk and try your hand at some 
Victorian school room exercises.

Open
25 March to 30 September 2016
Monday - Saturday, 10am - 5pm,
Sunday, 2pm - 5pm

Admission free
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The Old Bridge 
House is accessed 
via steps - please 
telephone for 
further details.



ROBERT BURNS CENTRE, DUMFRIES
Mill Road, Dumfries DG2 7BE. Tel: 01387 264808

Situated in the town’s eighteenth century watermill on the west bank of the River Nith, the 
Robert Burns Centre tells the story of Robert Burns’ last years spent in the bustling streets 
and lively atmosphere of Dumfries in the late eighteenth century. The exhibition is illuminated 
by many original manuscripts and belongings of the poet. There is a fascinating scale model 
of Dumfries in the 1790s and a haunting audio-visual presentation. Test your powers of 
observation with a gallery investigation, discover Dumfries and Galloway’s Burns connections 
and browse around the shop.

Upstairs at the Robert Burns Centre, the Hullabaloo Café Gallery hosts a lively programme of 
contemporary works by local artists.

Open all year
25 March - 30 September 2016
Monday - Saturday 10am - 5pm
Sunday 2pm - 5pm

October - March
Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 1pm, 
2pm - 5pm

Admission free

(Audio Visual Theatre 
Presentations, The early life of 
Burns or Dumfries -  
Queen of the South, Adults: 
£2.30, Conc: £1.15)
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ROBERT BURNS HOUSE, DUMFRIES
Burns Street, Dumfries DG1 2PS. Tel: 01387 255297

It was in this simple sandstone house in a quiet Dumfries street that Robert Burns, Scotland’s 
national poet, spent the last years of his life. He died here in 1796 at the age of just thirty 
seven. The house shows us how the poet and his family lived in the late eighteenth century, and 
is now a place of pilgrimage for Burns enthusiasts from around the world. The sales area has 
books, gifts and keepsakes, all with a Burns connection.

Open all year
25 March - 30 September 2016
Monday - Saturday 10am - 5pm
Sunday 2pm - 5pm

October - March
Tuesday - Saturday
10am - 1pm, 2pm - 5pm

Admission free
Robert Burns House is accessed via steps - please 
telephone for further details.
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SANQUHAR TOLBOOTH MUSEUM
High Street, Sanquhar, DG4 6BN. Tel: 01659 50186

xxii

Discover Sanquhar’s world famous knitting tradition and the 
story of the mines and miners of Sanquhar and Kirkconnel. 
What was it like to be a prisoner in Sanquhar jail? How did 
the ordinary people of Upper Nithsdale live and work in 
times past? All this and more can be found in the town’s 
fine 18th century tolbooth. A free audio-visual presentation 
and gallery investigation take you on a tour, revealing the 
fascinating story of Upper Nithsdale. Sanquhar Tolbooth 
Museum is accessed via steps - please telephone for 
further details.

Open
25 March to 30 September 2016
Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 1pm, 
2pm - 5pm
Sunday 2pm - 5pm

Admission free

Summer Quizzes
Monday 4 July -  
Friday 12 August
How observant are you?
Test your skills in our series of 
weekly quizzes, you could win 
a prize! Suitable for all ages.



1 July - 30 September 2016
The Brave Men of Mennock - Brothers Maxwell and 
Adam Turnbull

Following the 2015 redisplay of The Brave Men of Mennock 
Roll of Honour, the museum 
service was contacted by 
descendants of a number of the 
men. This small display honours 
brothers Maxwell and Adam 
Turnbulll who both fought in 
World War One. Adam survived 
but sadly Maxwell died serving his 
country. The items on display and 
information about the brothers 
have kindly been loaned by their 
nephew Adam Turnbull.
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ROBERT BURNS CENTRE FILM THEATRE

BOX OFFICE 01387 264808
Robert Burns Centre Film Theatre, Mill Road, 
Dumfries DG2 7BE

www.rbcft.co.uk

In walking distance from Dumfries town centre, located 
on the grassy banks of the River Nith next door to the 
divine Hullabaloo restaurant, the Robert Burns Centre 
Film Theatre is a small and friendly cinema with an 
action packed programme of new releases, classics and 
international films.

For details of the current programme please check the 
website at…

Upstairs at the Robert Burns Centre

Mill Rd, Dumfries DG2 7BE

Tel 01387 259679
CAFE

RESTAURANT

Cafe Restaurant
Day times 
Monday to Saturday 11am - 4pm
Lunch 12noon - 3pm

From Easter Sunday to end September 
Lunch 12noon - 3pm

Evening (for evenings booking is advisable)
Tuesday to Saturday from 5.30pm

www.hullabaloorestaurant.co.uk
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